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CONTRIBUTION TO THE GENEALOGY 
of the 
STEVENS FAMILY. ’ * 


{ Written July and August 1535. ) 
At tne request of one of the descendents of the Stevens . 
family, 1 undertake to write so much of their history as my i 
personal knowleuge and authentic information will admit of. 
1 commence with the fact that ovr ancesturs emisrated 

Prom Fngland some time during the Seventeenth Century and 


settled in ker England. Our grandparents still resided 


there and were living in Yerment in 1313, in whieh year they 
made the journey in a vagen from New Fane in that State, to 
Lima, Ontario County, New York, tv vasite their, child:‘en,! whe, 
a bout the begimim of the present Century had left n 
WA Ui their wives and settled at the latter place. 

This is the extent cf my Knowledge of our ancestors on 
the Stevens’ side. Our Mother's name was Wood, hose aneces- 
tors were also of English origin, and on her mother's side 
was: lineal ccsvendant of Roger Sheman, one Of the signers 
of the Declaration of Independence, and for her the writer ay 
of this was named. 1 think his is the only historicel nam 
we are even renotely vonnecied with. The Stevenses innediate- 
dy likely to be interes ten in what 1 narrate are the descend- — 
ants of tLe three sons, hon. our Grandparents came from ver- 
mont to visit, in 1313, amal, Francis and Jacob, who ae 
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each settled on two hundred acre farms about one mile South 
of what is now the village cof Lima. Their farms adjoined 
and were mace on land originally covereu with heavy timber, 
but by hard and incessant work were maae to blossum like the 
rose. Our Unele Samuel had been educated for a physician, 
and although 1 could not 8 neon over five years old at .the 
time of which 1 write, 1 distinctly remember the preparation 
of lint before his arrival when sent Por, our Mother knowing 
the isnges wvuld da first used without regard to the nature 
of the iliness, and she was, 1 have heard, equally sure that 
caélomei and jalap would be the medicines administered and yet 
he wes looked vpon as 4 Pirst class physician. 

The Dogtur was the oldest of the three brothers. He hadt that 
I can remember,) four children, —two sons and two daughters; 
James end Jacob were the sons, The daughters' names 1 do nd. 
remember. Jim and Jake as they were familiarly enlled, an- 
ticipated by many years what Mr.Greely told yourg men to do, 
and went West. They settled in what was then the State of 
Ohio, near the City of Sendusky, which city, of covrse, had 
no exist@nee then. Il have never seen them since, but my 
brother Noratico visited them some thirty years after this set- 
+lemont there, and reported them as well-to-do farmers, but 
little, dryed-up old men; in his cpinion, made prematurely 
old by their ineessant fight with the dense forests of Ohio, 
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dran of the family and av noknowleuge whether they left 
any Gescenuante te perpetuate the nns. Une! Franégis had 


r . % Goud sense, after cicaring up his farn in Line, to stay 
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Frames Stavens firstmarvicd Kary eng. They nau 
ee sons and three daughters, the latter osing the wadedds 
oldest son, ester, died in infansy. One usughter mar- 
rieu 4&4 ir. „ses, and Pesiaed at Chili, Fes tern New York. 
The second, Martina (or Patty) Sherman marrien. eae ir. Bristol, 
and lived al Gainsville, Vyoming e e Vork. The third, 
Mary, Wiarrie. Levi Nulaen of Satavia, New York, M afterward va 


roneved to Oakland County, ichen. She aed at pont lae, in 


that state. ©) Nenne Stevens, the s son, livea and died 
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av Lima, Yeotern New York, on a Parm einne that f his fu= 


Mor, ar his oGhiloren ind srandehildren are Living in that 


Vasithity now. 


yes tar, New Vurk, but afterward vremaved to Mishiran, 
settled at Pontiae, Oakland County, where he praeticei his . 
fession for a time, uniil elected a representutive to cher 
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permanent residence, and did so until his death. Vis ela- 
ren were: 


Franeis Clare, born in Rochester, died in lVonduras, 
A. A., About 1836, 


Fmily, born in Rochester, married Oscar A. Stevens, 
now residing at Georgetown, D.C., 


Vatharine Mary, born in Rochester, New York, married 
Doctor John Shaw Billings, U. 8. 4. now Director of 
the New York Pubiie library, 

Luey Charlotte, born in Rochester, New York, married 
Doe tor William Ramsay, U. 8. A., of Norristown, Penn- 
sylvania, 

Sam Sedgwick, born in Rochester, died in Nichifen, 


Sedgwick, born in Rochester, New fork, un at Jrand 
Traverse, Michigan, 


Robert Charles, born at Pontiae, Oakland County, 
Michigan, where he died. 


Oscar A. Stevens, who married Emily (referred to anove,) 
«as for many years the General er of tie “asuineton and 
Alexandria Railroad. | 

All of the davugiiters of . I. Stevens have eiildren; two of 
tiem have five each, while the otner has but one. 

And now 1 come to the youngest of tle three brothers, 
Jacob, who was the father of ten of us who grew to be sdelte, 
while three others died youns. I sropoese to rive a sketeh of 
each of the ten, commencing with the eldest, Sister Jemima. 

I will, however, first revert to the fact that ovr “ather,hav- 
ing a desire to give to each child at ivast a hunired %s of 
land on their becoming of age, found it neeessiry te sel) his 
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farm in Lina, already sub-divided, and strike out once more 
inte the primitive forest. He did se and purchased a tract 
of land six miles sovth of Rochester, in the town of Henrietta, 
where he again commenced the Hereviean task of clearing @heav- 
_ily-timbereda farm. The three eldest sons were by this time 
Gapabie of doing farm work, and so long as they remained at 
home, were helpful, anu in 4 year or two had two hundred acres 
ready for a crop. The chopping down and burning up of the wl 
mense trees on this land was but a part of the work attending 
the clearing of land. The ashes had to be gathered, put 
through great tubs, water poured on it, and its strength ex- 
tracted and boiled into potash. The sale of the potash was 
an important factor in paying for the hires heljy in clearing. 
But the work was hard, and as the first crop of wlecat harvest- 
ed brought, after hauling it to Rochester, bu® three and ene- 
fourth cents per bushel, was not very remunerative. Some of 
the boys beray to be restive, anu thought of leaving the paren- 
tal roof. 

Horatio was the first to leave home. He secured a posi- 
tion with C.K.Gussy & Company, who kept e@ general merchandise 
store in Lima, and mace himself so useful that after three of 
four years, one of the partners, Frederick Bushnell, fermished 
the necessury capital to start hin in a business at Te Roy, 
which he conducted successfully for several years, and while 
living there, married Harriet, the aauehter of Janes Ganson. 
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He left le Rey to join Augustus in Canada, who had by 
this time alse left the fam, and whose sareer ] propose nar- 
rating in its proper place. Ne was then @#xecuting an exten- 
sive contract on the Rideav Canal in Canada. Noratio quit 
business in Je Roy and moved his family te Poolanalee, a point 
on the Rideau River about seventy-Pive miles apove Ottawa, 

which was then known as "8y-tuwn." Ne remained in Poolamalee 
until their contracts upon the Canel were q@mrpleted, and re- 
turned to the States, with a capital of about Firhty Thousand 
Dollars, and s@ttied in Buffalo. This oc¢urred in 1832. 
auPfalo was at that time just starting its active eormercial 
career. Benjamin Rathburn wars employing two or three thousand 
men in his figentic building enterprise, the city was Pull of 
people on their way Test to buy land and to settle. ‘there was 

but one Bank whose circulation would pass clirrent fifty miles 

awny from its place of issue and the buying and selling of un- 
current money was a prosperous calling. He, in ens ting about 
for a safe business in which to employ his capital, goneluded 
to embark in it. 

Before opening an office, he wrote his yoonfest “brosher, 
Sherman, the writer of this, then living in deine in bichigm, 
éaying if he „ould leave the indian trade ant join him in kuf- 
falo, he would give him an interest in the business. the rman 

} coneluded to wo su, and they opened an of ice on Poin “treet, 


next door to the “ansion Mouse, ana for two years’did a large 
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and profitable business. In 1334 the junior partner chose to 
get married against the wish and advice of Horatio, and was 

told that if he did so, the partnership must cease. The an- 
ewer of the junior was, "Let it cease,” and it did cease. 

In the meantime, Horatio found 1t ineonvenient to cunauct 
the business alone anu withdrew from it, and commenced the 
building of a steamer called the "Milwaukee." He got his 
steamer nearly completed when his muney ran out, and he made 
& contract with a steaner captain of means, to furnish the 
funds to complete and furnish the boat; he, the captain, tw 
command and sail her, until tie profit paid him back the ad- 
vance interest anu salary. At the end of the season's navi- 
gation, nutwitistanuing she had been back with passengers ev- 
ery trip, the inuebtedness hau been increased instead of dimin- 
ished. He became satisfied that his captain was robbing him, 
anu by sume process ol law got the boat put into the hanus of 
A réeveiver,- set the receiver to appoint aim as purser, and 
with two ov tiwee trips, the profits paid all the indebtedness, 
and she was free. the steamer continued in the Chicage and 
Valwavukee traue fur some years. In the meantime Horatio moved 
to Milwaukee, built the first pier ever erected there, and he 
and his sons, inow old enough, conducted a large produce com- 
MISSlon ousiness. ratio, finaing the asthma troublesome in 
Milwaukee, concluded to leave his second son George there, and 
he, with his other boys, went to Brovklyn tu reside, ana died 
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there, leaving three sons and three daughters. John,the eld- 
est, for some time carried on the milling business in West - 
chester County, but finding it did not pay much, and having a 
large family of boys, concluded to try farming in Old Virrinia. 
He purchased a large tract of land, and when he came to sell 
his crops at the end of the year, he was some hundreds behind, 
and was compellea to leave his family and return to New York, 
and act as book~keeper in an insurance office, to square his 
accounts. Since then his buys have gone into business— one 
in Boston and two in Plorida— and are on the road to success. 
George continued to do business in Milwaukee up to the time of 
his death. 1% had a farm a few miles out, at one time stockai 
with celebrated trotting stock, but more recently given up to 
A dairy business, and supervised by his widow. 

1 intended to have narrated the careers of the members 
i@aving tne home of our parents as they occurred, and 1 am not 
sure but the eldest sister was married be fore Horatio left home. 
She married Samuel #. Perkins, a small farmer in the town of 
henrietta,-where they lived for some years. About 1326, they 
Sot the Western fever, sold out, and went to Michigan. He 
prospected the country at a tame when he could have had his 
choice of the most desirable lands in three counties but pur- 
chaseu a farm about twelve miles out of Letroit, on the Pon- 
tiac Road, which was really the must miserable, sandy spot he 
could have found hau ne been in search of poor land. 
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Ne put in and harvested one crop, and it yielded but lit- 
tle more than the seed sown,which so disgusted him with 20h 
gan that he sold his land for about enough to take him and fan- 
dy back to New York State. He settled again in Orleans o., 
where they raised three suns and one daughter. The eldest 
son was for a time a merchant in Albion. - afterwara vent to 
Milwaukee, where ie uied. The daughter, married, and tie last 
1 knew of ner she was living near Lock Port, New, York. 

Anotner sun went to Jansas, and all 1 know of him is that he 
marriea, and raisea a son, who is a lawyer, now practicing in 
Galifornia. 

The next one % Jeane nome was Augustus C. tie. had made 
up his mina toseek fur furtune in the West, but before he could 
do $0 he was obligeu to seek for ways and means to pay expen- 
Ses. Our Fether had deen educated before leaving NewRngland 
anu eonsegvently tie-slLildren were all telerably el vp in. 
what schovul exeminers led the "three rypl@;*. reading, write 
ing, und aritiuetic, These. accomplishments ,. together with 
the physleal strength to whip the big boys, fitted .a man to 
teach the vistrict Sehvol, in these days...,Augyustus offered 
himself, and #as avegpted. 

Many of the pupils were abot the saae age as the teacher, 
hau workad with him on the farm anu slept in the same hay mow, 
ani were gonjratulating henseives. on having. a high old time 
with) the new master. Before opening echool, Augustus had 
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prepared and engraved a set of rules timt he proposed the 
scholars should be toverned by, and pasted them up fur all to 
See anu obey. He rapped upon his desk to call the schoo] to 
oruer, ana called their attention to those rules. He then 
conmenced the reaaing of an elaborate address he had prepared, 
Wien one of the big boys, who had worked with him in the hay 
field, aml slept with him in the hay mow, sung out: “Hang on 
to the perms, Guss.“ This interruption of his speech, the sae! 
petrator expected, would confuse and embarrass him, as it re- 
ferred to an episode that ovcurred while they were sleeping in 
the bern. There was no ladder to enable them to get up on to 
the mow, but they went up by the aid of pins, driven into the 
bir posts, which were about three feet apart, One dark night, 
Augustus had o¢easion to come down those pins, and for some 
mysterious reason, after getting part way down, could not find 
the next pin for a foot-hold, and was compelled to halloo. for 
help. gut the interruption did not stagger him so badly but 
what he went through with it. He then called the offender up 
and rave him a severe castigating,- which was a new way of open- 
ine a school. He remembered it during the term. 1t was so 
prompt and effective: that order reigned throughout the Winter, 
and parents and pupils were well satisfied with the teacher. 
When the school closed, he found himself in sufficient funds 
to enable him to start upon the road he hoped would lead on to 
fortune. 
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1 gan remember the excitement his leave-taking caused Mether 
ana sisters. jie hau made a kind of knapsack, in which he pack 
ea jiis slim wardrvbe, some bread, cheese, and a part of a boil 
ea ham. % slung it upon his back, and started to foot it to 
“tie State vf Ohie, which was, at that time, considered the ex- 
treme West. 

In about two weeks we received his first letter, postage 
twenty-five cents, nearly, the value of a busiel of wheat, and 
mot one of tne family vonsidered 1t dear, as it assured us he 
wes still alive and well, and of his arrival st Guinan Point,- 
wiigh he Cailed the ‘jumping off place, as he was there to 


take to the water. 
»€ 


Fe there @mbarked upon à flat boat, bound down the tindndahele’ 
and Ohio Rivers, on which he worked for his board and passage. 
We next heard from him in about a month later when he had ar- 
rived at a little hamlet that has since b@come the city of a- 
rietta; there finding a job at splitting nails, he cone luden 
to tarry for a time. In this letter he gave à graphie accour 
of an gpossum hunt which excite. our wonder, and somewhat our 
fear, as we knew not their size or ferocity. But he assured 
us of their cunning, and that they would play dead until an op 
pertunity for escape occurred, when they would up and off, as 
well as ever. He remained at this point, splitting nails in 
the day time, and hunting opossum in the evenings with the boys, 
until he had made the acquaintance of most of the people inthe 
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settlement, when he announced himself as a school teacher. ie 
was at onge hired, and set to work. has Single term in Fan- 

riet ta had given him confidence in himself, and his six feet, 

two inones, and well-proportioned figure, voverawed the unruly, 
to an extent before unxnewn in that school, and the parents of 
the pupils looked upon him as a treasure. 

He remained in Marietta until letters from home advised 
him that ovr Father, finding himself getting shorthanded for 
50 large a place, haa sold or exchanged his farm in Henrietta 
for a suuller one at Palmyra. He then gave up his school and 
Came back home, in season to aid in the transfer of the family 
and effects to the new home. 

After the Pamily were settled in Palmyra, he, by split- 
ting rails and teaching school for a year or more, had aeccu- 
mulated more actual coin than our Father had been able to save 
in several years of farming, with wheat, which was the prinei- 
pal crop, not averaging over three and a fourth cents per 
bushel. He very naturally concluded to luok to sume other 
o¢cupation for a livelihood. In the meantime, the eldest 
Brother, Rufus, cane also to the convlusion that farming for 
profit in Central New York was hopeless. Mishiagan Territory 

had by this time dogun to be the Mecca of the uneasy and ambi- 

tious, and he started out to make his fortune, but 1 will lead 
him untii 1 finish the career of Augustus C. 

Our home was near the village uf Palmyra, aid a law firm 


12. 


oo ee Lowtoe 6 Of Dleceud Losmvonns ed etn ,fromelsres 
“G0" aitnrte: o.yectse aon 2909 oF 200 bow ene eome fe Sow 
Feet nde Sint bow eee oi conteet tom wit Heven Den “ete 
Vie ors fersiove etn ee Lonussieqone-lie® Bae .setiont ows 
fe eioezeq wis bem i oerive Jared ni twornany eee neee as oF 
-e1uene1s #2 ws min mnogu kedwel el tquq ai? 
Henivee Gued wot! evesze. Lisnw atreireN ai vetiows of 
\ Set SebRai2tote wisz7ey Lieemid araiettt .witsts0o sete mid 
BAI OLINGN Mi oviat ae SoBnadexe vo Bice Led ,owala «2 omtAal of 
wt Loaigh oat qa evan aon &i satqaget 2a ene t0oliow 6 wt 
Wini siv Te tefenewe a of Den OF NOsHCe HL een ee ere 
-eoxut wer eat? of eroeTte Bia 
—tilga 4“ . 8A ,atemies mi del2208 ste cliewlt ela et 
“Hons lint ,wtosm te teey © tet Loodos griipew? oman alist yuk? 
ee oF Aida “ees oat mitst te walt ator Lawies oom botaian 
eee e it ere fuitiv eee fl iw , gluse) bv oneey Leveves mt 
eq 22780 Woot a bea en-us wvo qasgateva Jom ,qoro ay 
tadio vumue of Advi of bebulenvo tilwwinn ¢tev oh =. Ledend 
fpeviea wid ,onigrace wh al -sootlilevil « 19] nolreggsso 
A aniaint sats moteudunos ods of vels ease ,evioh eee 
Cte yew manic iN 6 ceweloged saw #10Y voll Lanned ol 2p tem 
~s0n ite Yano a4: bo soved wis od of mod wmig eit yd bal 
Ou@k jive 1 ted ,ondedsl ait adm of fi Betyete of dae ,evor? 
D aasevugvA Yo reten otf Aetart i 4teny att 
i eal # due eee Yo egatdiv, ots tase sav. et q00). 
et 


of save eminence, wantea a ¢lerk, or a stuaent they ccula ese 
‘ 
for elerk, and Augustus accepted the sitvarion and remuined 
there Lor about Seyear, and I have no doubt the year spent 
there wea of serviee to ham in after lafe. Jean ‘remember 
nis telling, years «fterwards, of how humiliated he was by be- 
ing Leugnen st by the gentlemen, for z lapsus lingvae he was 
guilty ef. He vas asked af 3 vertain aoor was ciosed, and he 
anewered Jes. I shet it myself e wae not aware of his 
mistake, until enquired of if he had killed it. 

About this time, Rufos returned fron Michigan, after hav- 
ing purchased a tract of land near Pontiag, in Oakland County, 
and he gave such flewing accounts of the geuntry that ovr Fa- 
ther was again induced to sell ott a farm already made, anu 
for the thard time in his life, do battle with a primitive 
forest. 

Apovut tha first of August, 1832, the fandly ana effects 
were loaded on to covered wagons and started for Buffalo. 
There vere of us: Pather ami bother, Rufus,Augustus, Funiecc, 
Vartha , Sherman, Elizabeth, and Emily. 

On our arrived in Puffale, the steamer Rufus had gene up 
end returned upon— in fact--the only steamer up to that time 
aver Javunched upon the Lake, had been east away the week be- 
fore ovr erriyal, ana we must either travel four or five hun- 
Gren miles by land, or take & sailing vessel. There were no 
seilins vessele of any considerable size, none larger than 
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those now used as coasters for short voyages; but we finally 
embarked horses, vacons, and all on # little schooner called 
the “lady of the Lake. She was commanded by Captain Walker, 
who, in after years, suiled and built some of the finest pas- 
séenger boats sailing from Buffalo. 

We coasted along the South Shore, touching at all the 
ports, not one of them more than an embryo village. We 
reached Detrvit on the ninth day, and hired a small house that 
was then quite above what was then the town, but is now near 
the city's center. Here the family remained while a house 

was being built on the land purchased by Rufus. 

In the meantime, Augustus, whose career Im trying to 
follow, joined a party and rode through the forest to Saginaw, 
on horseback. On his return, he told us of the numerous In- 
dians, the beautiful lakes and rivers he had seen,—but he evi- 
dently did not see half as much that was wonderful as Détouville 
saw in his visit there ten years later. Augustus saw nothing 
in Michigan at that time to induce him to remain, and soon re- 
turnea to the Bast. Me did not return to the law, but went 
into a meroantile house, 1 think in Rechester, but am not sure; 
at all events, sen after he was merchandising in that gity on 
his own aecount. He lasted as a merchant but a year or 6o, 
and had to quit, some three thousand dllare in dept. Has 
next venture was the taking of a contract on a canal near 08 
wegzo. He wae also unsugcessful in that enterprise and was 
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more or less in debt, but his creditors in each case were con- 
ident of his integrity, and were willing to back him in any 
undertaking where industry, fair judgment, and a faculty to 
centro] men, would win. 

About this time, the British Goverrment were advertising 
contracts for the Rideau Ganal, starting from the Ottawa River 
and ending at Kingston on lake Ontario, Augustus went to By- 
town, made the aequaintance of Colby and other officers of the 
army, under whose supervision the work was to be done, and by 
his coumanding address and gentlemanly bearing, made himself 
so popular with them that they awarded him a contract for a 
very large work, and were unquestionably not over-particular 
as to the responsibility of his bondsmen. Ne was, at all 
events, notwithstanding his two failures, able to give such 
bonds as were satisfactory, and at once commenced the work, 

At the close of the season, when tle weather became too in - 
clement for work, the engineer's estimate of the work done en- 
abled him to draw several thousand dollars over and above all 
expenses for labor and material. The work on the canal was 
411 paid for in American half-dollars. He purchased a pair 
of Canadian trotting ponies, harnessed them to a French carry- 
all sleigh, put into it several kegs of half-dollars, crossed 
the St.Lawrence into Ogdensburg, and drove from there to Os- 
wego; then drove from place to place where any of his liabali- 
ties were held, and as fast as one keg was exhausted he woulda 
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knock in the head of another, until all were paid,-principal 
and interest. He then drove to Rochester and did the same 
thing there, and I can remember hearing him say that the two 
days spent in paying his debts, were among the happiest of his 
life. But he did not stop at paying his lebts, but vefore 
returning, jovrneyed three hundred miles through Canaaa to pay 
a debt of filial auty, and to see if his parents and sisters 
required any portion of his helf-dollars for their comfort. 
His visit to our isolated home in mid-winter, clothed fram 
head to foot in the finest of otter fur, was an @poch in our 
lives, and was long the theme of conversatiun. lie returned 
to Canada, and for two or three years worked from three to 
four hundred men. In ‘the meantime, he had taken another con- 
tract at Polamalee, whieh was managed by Voratio, out of which 
as 1 have «lready said he accumulated something over Fighty 
thousand dollars. l em unable to state the length of time he 
was @neaged in this work, but 1 know the fact that he finished 
I the work by the Pall of 1801, as 1 happened to be there on a 
visit about the time he commenced to close up the business. 
While 1 was there, he was for a time absent, and when he ro- 
turned, he brovght with him a wife,- having married Miss Fliz- 
abeth Breese, a daughter cf Sidney 8. Breese, Fsyuire, of 
Seconondoe, Oneida County, New York, 1 thoveht her the’ most 
beautiful woman 1 had ever seen, and 1 visited her but a few 
days ago, at the homestead where Augustus was fortunate enough 
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to find her, and 1 have only to aud of her age and 1 gan say 


the same thing yet. 

After closing up his contracts, he returned to the States 
purchased a fan at Ratavia, in those d s known as the Otto 
place. While living there, his first son, Sidney 4. was 
born. Ke remained in Batavia but two or three years;- sold 
his farm to John Clifford, whe, for some years, had been his 
mister-mason, and lock-builder on the canal jons. He then 
went to Buffalo, where he lived some years;- was @engaced in 
banking, operating in real estate, ete. About the vear 1337 
his health begen to fail, put he lost none of his energy for 
business, and his mind was as eective as ever. The whole 
country, about this time, was undergoing ene of those periodic 
seasons of panie and depression; barks threughovt the whole 
country suspended payment; suvereifn states failed to pay in- 
terest upon their ponds, and the shrinkare in valve of proper- 
ty was so great, tla it materially affeeten his incom. he 
was then the owner of 4 property at Flint, Genesee County, 
Mighifan, and notwithstanding his poor health, concluded to 
leave Buffalo, and remove to that place and utilize it. He 
mau not been in Michigan long before he fuund himself unable 
% walk, in consequence of some spinal affeetion that affected 
locomotion, but he had a wheel-chair made, in which he relled 
himself about the village, and supervised a mill, a meresantile 
house, ani varied bvilding operations, and was the post ener- 
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getie business man in the village. 1 have no data te enable 
se to be exact as to the length of time he carried on business 
at Flint. 

In the meantime, he had now a fomily of three boys and 
one daughter. The boys, mile quite young, were pupils of 
the District School, but soon were sent Fast, and fitted for 
@ollege at Cazenovia, New York. The eldest, Sidney Augustus, 
after leaving school, choosing a business life rather than a 
professional one, apprenticed himself to a mereantile house in 


New York City and remained there until 1444, when he joined a 


' gousin, Sidney Roby, and for a time transacted an extensive 


hardware business in the city of Rochester, New York. 1 5 
myself at this time spending most of the time in the mines of 
California, and found it difficult to keep track of his where- 
abouts, ont I next heard of him as a manufacturer of farming 

implements at oskbort New Vork, and 1 thine it vas some- 
where near 1355 that 1 returned from California and found him 
in Newark, New Jersey, making patent leather. dame years la- 
ter. 1 returned again from California, and not having heerd 

from him for some years, did not know where to find him. Some 
of his cousins suggested he cht be in Philadelphia. My bus- 
iness taking me there, I made inquiries fur him, am was di- 
rected to an office with the name of "Stevens “ Tinbitts" upon 
the sien. I went in, and was inforned that my nephew was they 
in Canada, putting up gas works in Toronto. 1 returned to 
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California, and had not met him until recently for upwards of 
twenty years. 1 know not how many enterprises and industries 
he had been engaged in, that 1 do not mention, dot during a 
delichtful visit of a week that 1 recently made at his home in 
Rochester, 1 found him full of business appertaining to gas, 
and full of faith that it would, ere long, be used for heating 
purposes as well as light. 1 find he has a son who i8 a prac-. 
ticing lawyer ,who is married and has two children, ana there- 
fore the Sidney 1 knew as an infant is a grandfather, Sidney 
has been twice married. Nis first wife was the daughter of 
E. B. Holmes, of Rrockport, New York, Two of her children 
are living,—the lawyer, mentioned above, end a daughter, nos 
in Germany, pursuing musical and art studies. By his present 
wife, ho has two little ones, a girl am a boy. 

Of the career of the children of Augustus ., the next in 
order is that of the second son, J.Breese, who, after leaving 
the high school at Cazenovia, completed his studies at Hamil- 
ton College, and after fradvating, eommenced to read law in 
the office of N. P. Graves, and after being admitted to practice 
settled in Michigan, Wisconsin, where 1 find him today in the 
enjoyment not only of wealth, but the respect and pwood-will of 
all ite citizens. He hes net only «a large lew practice hut 
the supervision and manarement of two immense land Companies, 
whose holdings aggregate Fight hundred thousand acres, and has 
still fomad time to serve the city as Mayor, and more than one 
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of the citizens have told me that he would have been made Gov- 1 
ernor of the State, if he would have «allowed his heme to he 
used.’ He has been twice married,—-a daughter of the first 
wife, about sixteen, and also a daughter by the present wife, 
of ix summers, living together in harmony, and a happy home, 
Next to J.Rreasea comes Charles, cho, 1 think, was also 4 
graduate of Mamilton Oollere. Ve gummaneed the study of law. | 
in the offive of Governor Fenton of ®lint, Genesee County, ql 
Michigan, and, 1 think, was adnitted to practice there, but he 4 


* 
soon removed to Syracuse and formed a partnership with rGrews, 


who has, for many years, been a practitioner in that arr. 
Chiurles, in addition to law business, was fur sume yoars %¢huad | 
Superintendent at that place. He hes two frown up children— 
one a son and the other a daughter, both of whom are married. | 
The daughter’ in the Gity of New York, and the son in business a 


at Marquette, in upper Michigan. 

Helen, the only daughter of Augustus C.. hes for miny | 
years bean d widow, havine married e& vent lewen by the name of 
Sanford, and is now living in the homesterd at Scononton with 
her mother. This home of the Mother and Felen Sanford is n- 
powered in shede and furnished with all the luxuries of coun- 
try life; fruit, Plowers, end veretebles in the rarden; horses 
and carriaves for ridine, Jersey cows tht provide the crean 
and the but ter and the joyors welcome vovchsnfed to the sons 


and daughters and the srandchildren by the Mother, 74 ter and 
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Aunty, make @ parudtise for the reunion of the several fanilies. 
The next one whose career 1 propose to fellow is Sister 
Runice, who is next oldest of the children of our Father and 
Mother, whom , a8 1 already stated, was one of the eaght that 
were landed in Vetroit by the littie schooner, the Lady of 
the Lake.” As 300n as à house tas male habitable on the 
land, the eldest Brother liad located near Pontiag. They em- 
barked again in wagons, and slowly made their way threugh the 
forest back of Detroit. A roadway was cut just wide enough 
for a wagon, and if by chance tous were met, the axe was put 
in requisition, to increase ite width. After two days hard 
driving, the twenty-five miles was aceomplished, and the f- 
ily arrived at what they had te eall home, —a house made of 
Logs vith dark still on them, about twenty by twenty-four feet 
one Story, and a garret. A fireplace was made across one end 
about ten feet wide,- over this a chimney, made of thin split 
atigks luid up in lay mortar, then plastered over inside and 
out, to prevent taking fire. The pack of the chimney was a 
Stone wall for about six feet in height, with janbs on each 
Siue built up about six Peet, on which the chimney of sticks 
rested. A erane of iron was hum in the jamb on one side, 
With long and short pot hovks on which to hang the pots and 
the settles. A tin refiector to set before the fireplace did 
tne bak ing, amd a long-handled frying pan for frying, together 
constituted the cock stove and furniture, Thas probably seamed 
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@ little rough to our hother and Sisters out 1 have no re o- 
jection of hearing a@ny complaints, nor ao 1 remember to have 
witnessea any @viaenve vf unhappiness asong them. All were 
Cheerful and helpful, ana aispoved e muke the best of every- 
thing. The upper flour ecunstatuted the bed Coms of the five 
Sisters. Tie stair-case to reach them was a ladder only, but 
by spreading à carpet ana a@ eurtein hore au there, they seon 
proneunced it a boudoir, \. bedstead. was put up in the two 
eurners of the main reom, Sway from the fireplace, one of h 
was. for our Father and Veother, ana the other was for roter 
Rufus and the writer. When this work va Scvonplished, we wem 
settled, and reauy [for work. Brother Rufus, before returning 
to Pajmyra, haa clearea and ploughed about ten aeres, and platte- 
% At to curn and potatoes. This croup wus to be harvested, 
The corn was first cut up at the root, hauled up to the hove, 
and set up beside the Tenee. Sisters Pumice, War tha anc Char- 
Tete declared that they, with my help, cowld hush it, while 
Yuther and Rufus were aiseing the potatoes, ud building sta- 
bles and sheds tu house our horses and cows. Althuvpelh at 
wash A new enterprise to attempt men's work, they went et ait 
without gloves, ard as. I new remenper their work, but for the 
fact dt Sister Punive insisted sume une of the tee should 
read aloud from sume interesting ama ins *ructive dock while 
the rest husked gorn, they mace wood hans. 

one aud Naturally suppose that the making of one sugh 
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a settlement as 1 have ried to deseribe, would discourage any 
one from desiring to repeat the unaertaking, but our Father 
and Brother Rufus found, in the curse of @ yaar or so, that 
they had chosen, comparatively, a poor farm; that twenty-five 
miles farther on, and that ieh farther from civilization, 
they @eould get heavily-timbered land, aug) as our Patoer had 
been waging war with from the tame he left Vermont. the land 
das all vacant to the North,- snd a pack trail hea been cut 
out through to Saginaw. Troops were there ouilding a fort, 
having been sent there by water, and officers and soldiers 
were coming through, from time to time, and their reports of 
the richly timpered land twenty-five miles farther North, in- 
aveed my Father and Brother to go out ana examine it. \fter 
doing so, they determined to sell out at the first oppor tunity 
and loca te at Gram Slane, where put a few years befure, the 
Grand Blane Indians had resided. They were still living but 
& little to the est of tre lecality, but were considerea in- 
offensive and friendly. Pather and Rrother scon afterward 
canped upon the ground, and conmenced to aut lors fvr another 
house. These Indians came daily to see them, offered, with- 
out asking, to come and help to raise the house, and in every 
way were as kind and friendly #s more civilized neighbors 
eould have been. When the house wes made habitahle onc® gore 
the family embarked in the wacons and rolled into the wilder- 
ness, the writer of this following, driving the cows end pigs 
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that naa been purchased tu stock our first Michigan home. Our 
progress was necessarily slow—an Css ena bridge te al 
a tree to cut out, ete. We, however, made about half the dis- 
tance amd camped at what was known as the Big Spring, a favor- 
it@ camping place of the indians, which had been so long used 
by them as Aa BtUpping place, that abuvt a haif-acra ud become 
seeued Oase, and had been 66 civsely fea wwn vy their po- 
nies, as to have made a very pretty lawn. A fase vas started 
by Gur tretier Rufus, not Ati the aia of a mateh, which did 
not come ante use for years after, but wath flint and steel 
and a bit of decayed maple wood called. "punk’ by sume, and by 
otiers, “spunk. ® Niall was correct, 1 never learned, but 1 
did learn timt it was necessary to kcep itv dary, 28 well as 
powder. Over this: fare mi tne tea-Kettle, aid the other 
and Sisters pre pured and served oi supper, then spread the 
DSUs ast latte uon zie Lawn, preparatury tu spent their 
farst nightin the opsn air. NOt u gomple int sus usted by 
any, MI seemed golly ana contented vith» the serrounG@ings,and 
1 thought iu tune most desarable and qeligntful vedrown IL had 
ever occupied.» The moon was shining brivuietdy anu the stars 
were out in all their glory. mal our camp fir@ycaet ite Sha 
dows ‘anom the trees, until it seem@u a pat Traut faisy land. fle 
all slept scunuly until nearly daylight, «hen we were awakened 
oy 4 serenade by o band net at inetromental band,—but 2 band 
of wolves. This unlockeu for honor starten the jounger mem- 


34. 


OO emt feito. | GORE wo dole OF [8GmipT a; New Get Fair 
—Ging @ unbina Tee ebe na—wole Runen Ces eee t go ty 
01D 643 Tut svode ahaa ,tevewsd oF eee ft) Jud Of owe oe 
“vet & Geir? wef Of 6a avon eew iulv te beqm~m we eonk? 
beau Hho oo ree bet eee (orslinl os Te ooslq gigas 624 
Dan Ba eur ber @ eee Jet? ,eosiq grigqurs « o@ owed yo 
9 Tiers yw wee bol Ylesw.o <2 «e680 bad mA eee e eee 
bettase waw oi.) A „Wal Yliong VI8V eo Gham Oval @ es weit 
Bab civsiiw eee 6 70 bis wis athe son), eNtOd denture % yo 
Lene bes en ee Suu ee eine, 162 aeu ont Gass Jor 
W@anme Ore yo SAY Doilso bouw olqap boysbed Teo 41d » he 
BR n O&rreel coven i ,tovi we «2% Heli *.mwygs* ,wteite 
h Liew ex, gp Ul quest of Kueste sew Fi Sauls ast 51D 

7 ferilo a aie , ahs Ok sO O8s yuri ees) wl sav) | weg 
is Seong ners „ wWyque wo devises oma eee een Sis le De 
Lr 
Dm «we e eee een n eee eat? Wi een eee 
en d e ee en e ener won t ne e N 
Sai enaribed eee lod daa eee ee dec ee Tf eee 
Wee wi ane yl iia aninide ew net ee. betyuese Tee 
ate! i Sees oI.) pole 40 ofa jewels ies? Sie nd aw ete 
C8 sborh (tic) fre img «4 Dees ch Ooo , 0801) at ein a wee 
ee 6 fee cmte Sop liyebd wires ee ere dee ome 
iad 2 Pai, os Lede ee eee om ton-)odno 1 yo eee o Ve 
Wan Www ©) Les ete “om! aw? pedvoias er ( devlow hy 

8 


bers of the family who clung close to Father and Mother, until 
Brother Rufus replenished the fire, and assured us tiat wolves 
were afraid of fire. 

After breukfasting, we started again upon our journey,and 
before night reached the new home, where we found some of our 
Indian neighbors, whe, having heard through a hunter that we 
were on the way, came over to welcome us, bringing a saddle of 
the choicest venison, and some baskets of wild strawberries ,— 
which were then in season. 

All soon settled down to work, determined to make the new 
home as confortable and pleasant as possible. To me it seem 
a costly paradise. I son became the owner of my first gun. 
The woods were full of game,—a lake near by was full of fish. 
1 soon became affiliated with the Indian boys, learned their 
language almost iniuitively, and every day that 1 could be 
spared from work upon the farm was given up to sport with In- 
dian boys, with either gun or bow and arrow accompaniment; sub 
to the elder Sisters, 1 have no doubt this isolation fran 80 
ciety and frienis was irksome. They, however, made no com- 
plaints, out one by one, as fast as opportunity occurred, en- 
aged in teaching in the settlements. Sister Funice, whose 
fortune 1 should have narrated ere this, was the firet to leave 
the Grand Blane home. She vas called to teach the village 
school at Pontiac, by this time grown to be a village of one 
or two hundred people; but she finally becane ambitious for 
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„ larger field of usefulness and went Fast and established a 
boa ra ing school for young ladies at Avon Springs, in Genessee 
County, New Vork. Here she taught for some years, and was 
patronized by some of the best families of the region. She 
finally made the mistake of her life in allowing herself? 0 
be courted und married by a widower, who, when he came court- 
inc, drove an elegantly matehed team, end telked to her of her 
hard, labor ius life of teaching and how much pleasanter she 
would be situated, with comparatively little to do but ride 
behind his bays, ana enjoy herself. She must have discovered 
his bu¢eoli¢c nature, but probably hoped by her influence to be 
able to change somewhat his mode of life. They were married, 
ana within a month thereafter the matched bays were sola, their 
proceeds invested in milch cows for a dairy, and poor Funice 
fiven to understand that it was her businéss to make the milk 
of twenty cows into butter and cheese, anc to look after a 
large hovsehold, with ne‘er a hirea servant to aid her in the 
work. She, to my knowledge, never complained, put the task 
was so Hereulesn that a few years ¢arried her to her wave. 
She left a daughter, who married early in life,—l1 Have no 
doubt to avoia a life of slavery. 1 om unable tu give her 
name, or whereabouts, if alive. 

The next Sister to leave the Grand Slane hone wis )artha, 
whe also commenced life as a school teacher. He tauent in 
several districts in Oaklanu County, Michigan, ana at 4 pio- 
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neers’ meeting which 1 attendea in Februar) 1345, at Pontiac, 
Il was tola. by quite a numeer of ola ladles anu gentlemen tliat 
ever sixty years ago they were pupils of my Sister Martha. 
She, after a time, also went Fast, to visit our eldest ster 
in Orleans County. She also married a widower, with two 11t 
tie boye. His mame was Philip Nichols. He was a Christian 
and a gentleman, and made his home a happy home for wife and 
children. he was for some years engaged in business in Me- 
aina, Orleans County, New York, but removed from there to is 
consin, and died at Nater ton. Fis children, all but one 
daughter, married, ami left home, I think before his death. 
Our Sister Martha, at the age of seventy-nine years, (ana in 
the enjoyment of health ana all her faculties,) is still liv- 
ing in the honestead at Watertown, with the unmarried daughter 
Rmily. One son, henry, died in Milwaukee. Two are now in 
Chicage ,~-Gaily operators at the Board of Trade. One daughter 
married a Vr. ritt of Milwaukee so many years ago that there 
is a daughter of hers of marriageable age, while the ether 
has been ad some years. Still another daughter married a 
Mr.Lightbody. They are nes residents at La Crosse, Yisconson. 
Sister Martha, although seventy-nine years of age, is furnish- 
ed by her sone with a yearly pass over the C. Kk. 4 St.P.R.R. and 
she often visits them, without requiring an escort to aid her. 
1 have now traceu the career of all of those of our fami- 
ly who had, in the parlance of the Bee farmer, *swarmed,*—or, 
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in other words, left. 

The reat one, Fister Clariotte, also left home to teach 
a e¢hevl in Oak land County, and some years after, I think 
about 1340, married at my house in Pontiac, D.N.Winsiale, ana 
lived with him until 1371], when he aied, while on their way to 
California. They had ore daughter, Katy, who is now in Paris, 
France, engaveu in massionary work, and who is à member of the 
NeCall Mission, and said to pe doing much good, Charlotte 
died in Broeklyn, in January 1333. 

The parental roof, vp to the time that we were fairly 
settled at Grana Biane and living in peace am harmony with 


our neighbors, the Grand Blane Inaians, 


If 1 am to continue this, history, the next in order will 
be to write of the career of myself, the younsest son. As 
my life has been somewhat wild and eventful, I would have pre- 
ferred to have hed it duesecrived by others rater than by my- 
self, lest in narrating the incidents and excltenents 1 have 
been an ae tor in, I may be thought an egotist, but as 1 an, 
as it were, the “Last of the Mohicans,* must do it myself, if 
it 16 gone at all. 

As I have already stated. 1 soon learned the. Indian lan- 
guage so perfectly as to be able to umierstand and appreciate 
the yarns and stories of their professional story-tellers,one 
of which was to be found in almost avery villare. When 1 was 
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& boy of twelve years of age, 1 frequently spent two cr three 
days ot & time Visiting the buys of my om age at the louse of 
Oherobabonissie, the Chief of the Grand Blanes. During the 
day, sume half-dezen youngsters would start out with bow anda 
qvaver holding à dozen arrows, and with these, gratify the Ju- 
Venile prepensity® tw ganble, instead of playing marbles te keep. 
The le aer or captain of the purty had an arrow that was used 
as the target. -He would shoot that target arrow any distance 
or direction he ohose, then euch of us would endeavor to 
place one of our arrows as near as possibie to the extreme 
butt end of this target, the rule boing that the owner of tlhe 
arrow nearest the target was winner of the one the farthest 
off. Then the arrow would be fired from the bow again, some- 
times over a knoll or fallen tree so as to be entirely out of 
sicht, thus giving a chance to the novice, as well as to the 
expert. In this way we would sometimes travel ail day, and at 
night go to the lodge; one or two lucky ohe owning all the ar- 
rows. At night all would assemble at the lodge uf the novel- 
ist, and listen to the tales of the chase, of war, and of su- 
pernatural beings, told with dramatic gestures and affect. 1 
have listened t¢ these tales until the wee wuall hours with as 
rapt attention as 1 read Couper. In these cxoursions 
through woods we would frequently encounter fame to which we 
would give our uttention~—rabits, woudenucks, pifeons, par- 
trides, ete. —and gould almost alwsys fin enorch to kill to 
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ferryvis . us With a mid-day neal. The skins and Teathers were 
taken off the gare, a fire improvised with flint and steel, 
tie ae as teu Upon a skewer ard without salt, and this fur- 
Misheu a luneh I have yet to taste the ewal of. I have al- 
Yeauy ald the woods were full of gaue,—seome of it desirable, 
bUL there Was 4160 u sUperabundance’ of wolves whith were not 
desirable, but, on the gontrary, very troublesome. 

We had brought with us a coop of fowls from Pontiac, built 
a log iwvse for them to roost in, and they soon began to pro- 
duce eggs; but, ere a week hed elapsed, there came one nicht 
a wolf, and by some means got the door open and killed ali but 
the ola Rous ter. lt was a sad loss, and we could see no way 
to utilise the rooster until my Indian friends suggested that 
it was possible the wolf would be so well pleased with the 


taste of tare povltry as tu indrvee him to come pack for more, 


and proposed to lend me a steel trap to capture him. The 
territory and the county were paying five dollars each , as 
bounty for their destruction. 1 cut a hole through, the loge 


near the plave wiere the old rovster spent his lonely night, 
but only bir enough for a olf to stack his nose through, then 
set the trep were tie wolf must put his Wer in it, if he eame 
prospectins for mere chickens. The second nirht after set- 
ting the trap, just before day, we heard the rattling of the 
chain attached to it, and convluded we were to got sone satis- 
faction for the luss of our fowls. As soon as it was licht 
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enough to see, we went ovt, and found an enormous gray wolf 
endeavoring to gnaw his own leg off above the trap. As we 
approached him, he gave up, like a whipped evr, and allowed 
us to knock him on the heau. We despoiled him of his scalp, 
to present to the proper officer, to obtain the cartificate 
entitling us to the bounty, and then felt we had balanced the 
account with wolf number one. 

it was not long after this when the varmints again de- 
Spviled us of ovr property. We heard a terrific squealing 
in a field in front of the house and on looking out, saw a 
wolf with his teeth fast in the throat of our only hor. 1 
was me only one at the house who could use a gun, am the 
only gun leaded was a little shot gun, charged with oird shot. 
1, however, went fur him, and so long as 1 had defence petween 
us felt as bold as a lion, and yet 1 an clear to this day that 
my hair was a little stiff. I was only fourteen, and this 
was my first wolf, without a trap on his out. 

Grand Blanc was seven miles from where the trail to Sagi- 
naw crosséa the Flint, at which point, at the samc of which 1 
write, trere was a little lug hut, in which & wan by the nese 
of Jacob Smith kept whiskey and a few govas to see tu Indians. 
Seon af ter we began plowing at Grand Blane, we orvke a yoke, 
and haa no auger suitable to make a new ore. 1 Was put upon 
@ pony, and sent to see if 1 could not procure one of br. Smith, 
On my way down, I snot a degen or nore pigeuns, anu on arriv- 
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ing, 1 found the river's dank full of Inaians, having a gener- 
al yowwor. Oe af tha man, se ing my fame, told me he had 
been havine a three days' drunk, and he must have my piseons 
to make some Nabolee (which is Chippewa for soup) 1 demurred 
to this proposition, as 1 was a littie proud of my string of 


birds and desired to take hem home. He, however, insisted 


he must Rave Nabolea, and as I started for my pony) whieh 1 
had left, at the ford a hundred yards above, he fot hola with 
eno hind of my string of birds, while I also had hold of them. 
The trail up which we were foing ren along the mergin of the 
river, the bank being Pron Pour to six feet above the water. 
Presently 1 got him betveen me and the bank, then suddenly ran 
against him with all the for ce I could bring to bear, and tum- 
blea him over into the stream: 1 did not wait to see whether 
he got out, but the squaws and the sober Indians fuifly shout- 
ed with laughter at Qessicgut"s failure to obtain a free lunch. 
Il meuunted my pony with my pigeons intact, and arrived howe 
safely. 1 Had sche misgivings on the ‘subject, lest I may 
have made an enemy of “Qéssicgut, d“ when 1 next met him, he 
was perfectly friendly, and acknowledged he hed received but 
his just desserts. n * 

Tha next tie 1 had “ovgadion te Visit this lovallty some 
true yels’s liter, a fow people lad verun to settle at Saginaw; 
among them, Colonel David Stannard, who had started a Par on 
the Tittavawdssie, a few miles above Suginaw Tity. Fe removed 
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there from Detroit, at which place he had left his only davgh- 
ter at school. She, hrecomine any ions to join her parents rot 
as far as Grand Blane on her way, and there learned that the 
rivers were unfordable and the roads impassible. 1 volunteer 
ad to take her down the Flint in a canoe. The Journey Was 
too lone to aceomplish in a day, and there was not a house on 
tie route for a hunured miles;—I was about sixteen, and )iss 
Stanerd about the same age, therefore, a manifest impropricty 
in our CGanping on the Journey alone. Sister Funice, at that 
tire at home, volunteered to aecumpany us on horseback from 
rana Blane to the Plint, and there camp with us; she tu re- 
turn home, while Miss Stanard and 1 aniburked for the voyage as 
S COH as it was light enough ro see. fe made the Flint in 
Gova season, ana in looking for avconmoedastions for our party, 
the best we goula Pind was along side of a fallen tree, near 
where is now an iron bridge, soanning the river, ana the cen- 
tre of a busy city of ten thousand inhabitants. 

Miss Stanard and myself started down the river ma Sister 
Runice for Grandi Blane with the horses at daylight. Ve made 
our way down the Flint to its junction with the Shiawassie,then 
duwn the Shiawassie to its junction with the Tittabawessie, nd 
up the latter seven miles before sunset, a distance of a hun- 
dreu miles, and I have since claimed it the guickest voyage on 
record, and that 1 was the first white man or boy to navigate 
those rivers. Miss Stanard afterwards became the wife of 
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Morgan J. Drake, a prominent lawver of Oakland County, d she 
Jivei and died in Pontiac. 

As my mind reverts to this by-gone time, incidents occur 
to.my memory that at the time were exciting, but may not inter 
est the present generation. At the time of whieh 1 write, 
there was opposite Detroit, in Carada an agency of the tit 
ish Goverment, that Purnished all the Indians living on the 
peninsular of Michigan with an annual outfit of evarythin 
they were supposed te require in their mode of life. To an 
adult ale, a rifle with powder amd balls for a year's supply; 
a three-point, Mackinaw blanket; tomahawk, scalping knife, ete. 
To the women and children, articles in kind, suitable to their 
wants, were furnished; but, to receive these articles, it sas 
3 for each regipient to be personally present. This 
contingency invelved an annual pilcrimase of all the Indians 
to Canada, and of course all living North of us had to pass 
ovr house, going and returning. We had been so well used by 
our neighbars, the Grand Blanes, that we had but little dread 
of any others. It was mw uncommon circumstance for hundreds 
of them to dap about our house of a night, — on one oecasicn, 
the bani of Saginaws, whose Chief was 4a powerful man, noted 
fur ferocity anong his subjects, and had, himself, with knife 
and tomahawk, summarily executed some of his tribe for offen- 
Ces 2@8inst his laws. Then he would camp there, wit) a hun- 
dred or two of his braves, we did not acknowledre any fear but 
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J ' were adus gaau when they left. 
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Cle weve there at one tine wien, Just vefore night, sume 
ol Sue youngsters Giscoverea a bee tree that 1 had alreauy 
found ald aa put our park upon it, ana was waiting the proper 
Seasun Ww GUT 1t don Anu renove the portion containing tlhe 
begs and honey to the hvuuse, in order to save the swaims it 
Might produce. The buys lau the tree nearly n before we 
were aware of it, but Brother Rufus rushed out in time to 
drive them off tefore it fell. He then induced the old Chief 
to go to the’ tree, and showea him ovr mark. he at once or- 
dereu the boys to leave, out at the save time told Rufus the 
boys lad al sweet tooth, anu’ it would be well to Keep an eye 
open’ for them. In the nicht, some of us*heurd the tree fall. 
Rufus now rund ‘himeeif with’ a-club;) but tefure he reached the 
fallen tree they had opened av hele into the honey, and were so 
bersistent tlat jo was compelled to knoch some of then over 

wi tit his club. #8 were a littie fearful uf retaliation, but 
the Old Chief told the boys they were served just right,—that 
it was the white man's tree as much as his horse was his own, 
us it was mrked, showing the priority of discovery. This 
alu Chief, Kishacaco, was soon after this ovcvrrence arrested 


for killing one of his band in the eity of Detroit, and ime 


pris On Disgusted with-confinement,’ he took poison, and 
died in jail. In a Arurfken row an Initan Imd used his knife 
too freely and killed a comrade. „ @ouneil had deen held by 
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tie lraenus of the Killed and the killer, and agreement aue 
to settle the damages; and as tne payment was aovut to be 
maue@, O44 hishagace walked up to tne murderer with his toma- 
hawk in his hand, and with a single blow killed him dead. The 
parties expecting compensation complalned, and declared it 
contrary to Imam daw, which aidowed of sugh offenses being 
cumpromised, by agreed compensation. tne OA Chief, with 
Much Gdienaty, informed them that tle daw was changea. 

1 return to the dee tree, in order tw state the wonderful 
results. We nailed a board over tie hole naue by tne beys 
into we heney, sawed of f the tree aouve aid beluw the bees, 
muleu it upon d sled tu tie house, and set li Up in gur yara. 

At tie erm of the firss year we hau saved four swarms, from it, 
and at tie end of the third year, we nau fifty hives of sees, 
ana aaa furnisheu ere or less to neighbors, why Kau by thas 
bite gun ty Serle about us, lL een, avubt but that that 
svar are tue progeniters uf all.tile bees now in Genéssee Coun 
, 4ithneugh tue relation to seme of whem is remere, as chat 
Warn was foun, in our. yard over. sixty .yeaurs ago. 

1 an Of tie opinion nat tat regiun, in those days, Came 
as rear fiowipy with milk and Qungy as any voter. lt was 80 
abundant, tlat varreis full of straineu honey stova in vur cel- 
lar until it den Bu selilu Fat 1. Mia bY be cll» it in 
biock&. Tine beeS6wax was made anty cundles, ana ve useu_no 
other light. Our indian neighbors were seluou without honey 
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taken from trees in the forest. 1 have known an Indian boy 
to find twenty bee trees in à day. They hunt them in the 
monthsof March and April, while there 15 6till snow upon the 
ground. The first warm days the pees d their house ecleanirg. 
Dead bees, moths, and everything interfering with their ideas 
of neatness is tumbleu vut, and reauily seen upon the snow, 

I find that 1 am digressing, and not progressing with our 
history, 80 I will now relate my first speculation, or busi- 
Mess venture, which occurred about 1346. 

Our eldest brother had married. We had divided the farm 
and stock, creating two interests instead of one, —had built 
another house, and were, in fact, two families. 

It was winter,and the cattle were feeding at a hay stack 
put into a square pen made of logs, some of which were so far 
apart tlat a cow gov her horns fast between them and was hook- 
ed down by the herd, and died. As 1 have already said, the 


country was full of wolves, and I wanted the carcase of this 


dead cow for wolf bait. Rufus wanted her for the seme pur- 
pose. I offered him fifteen dollars for her, although she 
was, when al ive, worth mt ten. Ke finally acceptea the of- 


fer. When she was divested of her hide, I hitched a pair of 
oxen to her horns and snaked her through the brush to the mar- 
@in of a tamarack swamp; drove stakes through the carcase, 
fastening her firmly to the ground, then set half a dozen 
steel traps, that we kept on hand to sell to the Indians, on 
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all sides of her. 1 went out the next morning, following the 
trail 1 had made, sne&king the carcase, and 1 soon saw from the 
tracks that my invitation had been accepted. As I approached 
the swamp, I could hear the rattle of chains, the el ink of 
Steel,anu the cracking of brush, in ail direstions. It seemed 
tu me that the swamp was full of wolves, drag ing traps. 1 
Found and killed five full-grown gray wolves,whose scalps were 
worth fifty dollars; and with this same bait, 1 afterwards got 
three more wolves, two foxes, and a lynx, so that my first spec- 
ulation was quite a success, considering it had but a dead cow 
for its basis. 

Lest 1 forget it, I will here add an historical fact that 
may not be generally known. The wolves in Northern Michigan 
continued so abundant that it was impossible to raise sheep up 
to 1331 or 1882. About that time, the smallpox prevailed 
among the Indians; who, when one of them was taken,would aban- 
don the sick one, and flee to somo other locality. The sick 
one, after using up all the water left for him, wovld crawl 
down to the creek and die there, and be eaten by wolves. Af- 
ter that, the wolvas all disappeared, and were unquestionably 
poisoned by the food on which they had fed. 

I was, by this time, about sixteen, and had not seen a 
school for years, nor had 1 come in contact with those from 
whom much was to be learned save my elder sisters, but 1 began 
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te realize the necessity for some knuwleage of the world and 
vivalisation and such euucation as was taught in their scnools. 
1 suggestea to my parents the propriety of my attending a 
schie in Detroit, for a term, and althovgen | was much needed 
at nome, being the anterpreter of the family. and manager in 
Seneral of our intercourse with our Indian neighbors, it was 
decided nat 1 could go, if ways and means could be provided. 
Aitiivugh 1 was in possession of certificates entitling me to 
seventy-five dollars for wolves 1 had destroyed, they were not 
available until the taxes were collected and paid into the 
treasuries. Therefore, I must fina some place where the work 
1 could do cut of school hours would compensate some one for 
my board and ludging. My Mother prepared my mearre vardro de, 
the vest she could,-making for me a coat, of which I was rather 
proud. 1t was made out of an Indian blanket, and colored vith 
the bark of a butternut tree. The berk 1 had stripped from 
the tree myself and helped to boil it down to extract the eol- 
oring matter, and when the blanket was immersed in 1, 1 though 
the color artistic. A pair or two of extra moccasins were un 
into my little bundle, ana 1 started off with high hopes. Zz 
nad not, for years, worn other foot cuvering than moccasins, 
and had a pair which 1 intended for dress oceasions,- orna- 
mented with beads and porevpine quills, anu 1 thought them 
tony. 

on arriving at Detroit, 1 went to the Steamboat Joel, 
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whieh all vid residents of Detroit will remember was for meny 
years K@ye vy Captain benjamin Wovdworth, and wis the favorite 
iivsteiry of the city. 

i at once ¢gommenced canvassing the city to find some one 
wanting the services of & boy to do shores out of school hours 
tu pay for his board and lodging, as my money was nearly en 
aus ten. I was taken in at the house of ar. ateh, who had 
wwe listtie chilaren who were attending a scho in the imme- 

uiate vacinity of the one 1 had selected, and tlie sunditions 
were that 1 shovld act as a kim of dry nurse te these chil- 
aren. My services to the children consisted in seeing to 
them te ana Prom school, and carrying them in my arms across 
Jefferson and Woodward Avenves. In those days those streets 
were ¥1G@, muddy roads, and not an unusual sight to see warons 
mirea in them. 1 wiil here aad that some years after 1 lived 
neighbor to one of these chilaren, who hed become the wife of 
A.B.Matthews, of Pontiac, and hed the pleasure of taking her 
to ride in my carriage, instead of carrying her in my arms. 

1 found my city schoolmates predisposed to poke fun and 
jokes at the boy from the back woods. My butternut coat, on 
which 1 had prided myself, and even my best muccasins came in 
for a share of their ridicule;—but 1 had the nerve not to be 
discouraged, and paid the closer attention to my studies, anda 
the memory of the teachings of my elder Sisters enabled me to 
stand at the head of my class ere long. While at school, 1 
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founa my Indian edueation of service tu me. Some of my In- 
Alen friends were hunting near enoveh to the city to geome 
there to sell the furs and skins they were accumulating. They 
suon found i was there, and would come to me to aid them in 
their sales. They found 1 could do better for them than they 
Guvia do at the old Indian trading posts. There was, at this 
time, a Store standing all alone on the Northwest corner of 
Jefferson anu Woouward Avenves, kept by F. p. Browning a So., 
with whom I made an arrangement to bring them all the Indian 
trade I could, Cor a gommission of ten per cent. From this 
svurce, 1 was enabled to renew my wardrobe, to discard thea but 
ternut-colored svat, and, with some regrets, 1 elanged ny moe- 
dus uns for boots, which, for a time, were unpleasant ,for their 
extra weight and clumsiness. My sounissions also gave me 
pocket money, ana enabled me to be the dispenser of nuts and 
andy, and had I not discarded my favorite coat and moceasings, 
I have no doubt 1 would still have had subservient followers. 
This was my last term at senool. 1 have often regretted that 
my educational opportunities have been so mearre; yet obser- 
vation, intuition, and attrition, have enabled me to see some- 
thing of the world. 1 remenber once, when cominre from Furope, 
being im the smoking room of the steamer, where were conrre- 
gu ted a lulf-duogen young men, all college graduates, from dif- 
fer@nt institutions each fansying the school from which he 
cane, the best. Presently Tho question wee asked me where 1 
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was Oiuecated. 1 had to acknowledge the only professor i had 
Studied umer taught only the Chippewa language, anu the only 
athletic games at our school were paddling birch-bark canves, 
anu shooting with the bow and arrow. 

At the end of the school term, 1 returnec to Grand lune 
anu helped my father with the farming, but the little inter- 
vgourse I bad hau with the world while at s¢houl had a tendency 
to awaken in tie d desire for a more exciting life than that of 
fam: ing. 

Our Father had made it a rule to keep none of his ela- 
Gren at home longer than they chose to stay, and when 1 d 
him that I would, with his permission, seek my Purtune in the 
settlements, he did not object, and only warned me of his ina- 
bility to give me an outfit. Of tris 1 was well aware, but 
nothing Gaunted, 1 mounted a pony, which was the only property 
I possessed, and started for Pontiac. 

On arriving at Pontiae 1 went direetliy to the principel 
store, at that time kept by Newbury & Beach,— Oliver Newbury 
of Detroit, and Flisha each, the resiuent manaper. To the 
country merchant in those days the Indian trale „as an import- 
ant item, and al shough 1 haa nu qualification for business, 
from the fact that 1 gould talk Indian 1 was enapied to secure 
an engagement, at a Salary on which 1 coulu live and elotie 
myself. I remained witli: then for a year or two, pained some 
knowleage of beine and off buvkkeaping, when 1 was of fered 
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a mush larger salary to go to Saginaw, to tale charge of a 
store about to be started on Green Point, a mile or so above 
what is now Saginaw City. While engaged there, I had se 
exciting experiences that were commonplace in those days, but 
from the wonderful changes that have occurred in the Sarsinaw 
Vailey, if 1 narrate them, the present fereration wil) cuovbt- 
less pronounce them romances,- but there still live a few 
Olu frienas, who were my comrades and associates in those 
times, who will vouch for the accuracy of my narrative. 

We were a new store, starting in to compete for trade 
with the American Fur Company, who kept a score cr more of run- 
Ners, whose business it was to often visit every hunting party 
of Indians, and gather in all their accumulated furs ana skins. 
To get trade, I was obliged to seek it in the same way, arm 1 
oceaslonaliy vaude trips to the hunting camps for that purpose, 
in the cOnpany of an Indian guide named Wainding. he was a 
stovt, able-bodieu fellow, and considered an *A Numper One 
sulide. We startea early in the morning, late in the ynonth of 
Nov em ber, crossea tie Saginaw River s mile above Sarinaw City, 
moved into the heavy timber thet was then crowing upon the 
groum where now can ve found Fast Serinew; Prom there, in- 
tending to go to a place on the Bay about three miles a en the 
coast, frum where there is today another ¢ity of furty thous- 
ma peuple. The Indian name of the place of our cestination 
was buckquond case. We expected to reach the sump eariy in 
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ter took only a biscult or two for a batt ay 
Iunch. Accu nine o'clock it commenced to rain and continued 
throuin tiie day. AS it began to be towards evening we thourht 
{yon time to time we could se it a little lighter ahead, and 
would vonoratulate each other on being nearly out. Soon 
afain, the forest would become more dense-—our hope disappoin- 
ted. Presently, as it heran evidently to gro darker from 2 
the approach of evening, we began to feel it ouhtful if we 
sheula get through until it would be too dark to rave As 
we were plodding along,-1, nearly exhausted with Patizue and 
hunger ,-we Came upon a bark shed some hunter had erected to 


protect him from the rains. Although we were very lumgry and 


wet to the skin, we cone lued it a wise thing to do to make it 


our abia ing place for the night. O14 Wainding built up a 


rousing big fire, and we rolled ourselves in our blankets to 


1 
J 
* 


dream of supper. Ye had no breakfast to prepare next morning, 
therefore were on our way at peep of day. The rain still con- 
tinved, but we paid but little heed to it, as we expected an 
our or two at the most would take us to the Ray shore. Ve 
continued to travel as fast us we covld put I was too exhaus- 
ted from hunger to meke regt speed, anit 1 fancied the guide 1 
acted queer ly. Re was tacitorn and gloomy, evidently troubled 
more than an Indian should be for a or hours fasting. 1 
finally had fallen a few varas behind the Indian when he, in 
Joyful tones, sung, ovt: “Here we are, here are fresh tracks. 
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We will son be there now. 1, encouraged, hurried up and 
overtyuek him, when, surg enough, thera were tracks of two per- 
Solis going in the sane direction as ourselves. We followed 
tuase tracks for a couple of hunured yards, when we espied a 
littie smuke ascending into the air. Ola VYainaing. thinking 
we la fallen in with a hunting party, gave a friendly vesl to 
anneunce our coning,. When we a@ppreachea, my readers dun 
faintiy imagine our Gignay when 1 tell them we found the ¢amp 
ana Lire we had left tiat morning at the peep of the day. Old 
Waanuing at first was dumb, Pinally commenced to abuse Linself 
fer his stupidity. Lt was lucky that tnere are nu ous6 words 
in Uhippewa, or 1 fear the wouds woula e been blue with pro- 
fanity. he led himself everytning that signified plind- 
ne ss. lic was a bat, an owl, a juvenile puppy dog, his eyes 
not yet open. “See here,” eaid he, stepping to the nearest 
tree, "see what the Great Spirit has placed upon the trees, 
that should guade a fool on his course." However, there was 
no help, for here we were, and here we must stay another long, 
adroury naght. We bed trevellea two whole days and sont one 
night and were now to spend another, with a sangie basclit as 
ur ona Loud - except Pood for thought - and we knew nut 
Were we were, Ye again replenisheu our fire, rolled up in 
our bDiankets, this tame to dream of feasts w@ miviit never eat. 
As tae sun went down the rein geased, and the veat.er gane 
invensee@diy Guia, At daylight we started again upon cur course, 
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knowing full well that if we kept a ave North qourse,and trav- 
elea far enciizgh, we must reach the Bay. As we posso wearily 
along, the guide still grundled at his own stupidity for hav- 
ing travelleu all day in a @ircle, while the signs to guide 
him on ® straight course were so abundant. he implored me 
not to tell ef our mishap if we got through. He said-even 
the squaws woula laugh him out of ¢amp.” About nine o'cloek 
we began te see an opening through the timber, and ere long 
could hear the surf upon the Bay. 

The Indians were en¢amped in e little valley between the 
timber and a Sand ridge on the immediate shore. There were 
& @ozen or more lodges, and as we appreached, they haa the ap- 
pearance of being deserted. Not a soul was in sight, even 
the dogs that usually freet the stranger on approaching an 
Indian village, were missing; but beyond the sand ridge next 
te or on the water, we could hear the most unearthly sereech- 
ing and laughter, the barking of the dogs, and exelamations, 
from time to time,— “Off here he goes, “There he 18s, 
"Don't you see him?" but we were too hungry to inves*icate the 
mystery until, first enceavorinrg to get some feod, we made our 
* into the largest lodge, Old Fuinaing feeling sure that it 
was the home of Shawbosseday, the Queen of tlhe band. de founa 
her at home, and made known to her the Fast that we were star- 
ving. She at once produced a twelve pound wont that evident- 
iy had but just left its native elament, put i. inte 4 big 
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brass tele Piilea with water, ana hung it over the fire. 
While watening the boiling of that kettle, in whieh our inter- 
est cantred, we asked the meaning of the noises over tic sand 
ridge. She sia tie entire viliage was out on the ice,cateh- 
ing Tish. You may ba sure vin curiaus to know the evyle of 
fishing tet could de guing on tv create such noise and excite- 
mont as we were hearing, out our interast just man was treat- 
er in the kettie of fish than in all the fish left in lake Hue 
ron. Shawbosseday goon took the kettle off the fire, divided 
wie fish in two equal parte, put them into two larga wo den 
Ashes, set the kettie containing the soup in which tie fish 
was oled between us, and handed us each a woouen ladle, and 
said te us: “Kat, arink, and be happy. Rat ail you want. 
Fish no hurt white man or Indien We nut only ate all the 
fish, but we urank ail the soup in whigh it was boiled. 1 have 
since then dined at belmonico's, at the Astor luuse, and at 
various celebrated restaurants in the city of london, put 1 
have never tasted so delicious a repast as that, nor one sv 
eus seasoned —althous)h 12t nau not even pepper or salt, 
and 1 wondered while drinking tnat rich ana palate-ticklang 
broth in which that fish was boiled, how peuple coulda spoil 
their Pood with condiments. 

Soon after finishing our repast, I made my way to tho top 
of the gam ridge, where i gould lovwk over on to the waters of 
the Bay. The weather the met before had been su cold «and 
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Stiid that it haa maue ise strong enous to bear for a long 
distanse out. On this was vongregatea the entire villes e, 
seventy-five cr one hundred men, squaws, and pappooses. The 
sight was j and exviting. All seemed on the go, as fast 
as they soulu s¢rauble,—some few on skatee, but the most in 
their neccasins. They would rven at ru speed for a short 
distance; then ace off at right angies, frequently colliding, . 
and whele groups would be Pivundering un tie ace at ence. Then 
up ana off again, all watching something 4% their feet, and 
stooping to cut a smail hole thromn the ice, out of zehn 
they woulda pull a fish. 1 mace my way on to the ice among 
them, found the ice avout two inches tiiiex, the water but a 
foot vir two esp, and the bottom a wWwWu te sind. The ace was 
so clear you could see a fish tiwougn it as readily as if upon 
the surface. I burreweu a pair of skates, anu tried my hand 
at tie Spore. i was handicappea dy tie dinnes 1 haa just 
eaten, Dut, notwithstanding, I capturea a twenvy prend trout. 
1 had several mishaps, collisions, Talis, ete., out at all 
added to the mirth, Allarity, and noise. 15 may ve not den- 
eral ly known that a fish in water but a Pout or two in depth, 
if followed clusely and by pounding or stamping upen the ice 
ever him, will soon drown himself, or peegon® so exhausted as 
to give up, turn upon hie back, and ale himseif to ve picked 
op. uc, hoyever, are the facts, and on mat morning, before 
leaving the 100, tney had vaught more than half a eora 
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of most all kinds of fish that are found in Lake Huron, though 
I camot truthfully say, and it was not 2 good day for Pish- 
ing ,cither. 

I aw not sure that the descendants of the Stevens Family 
will care to read of my personal experiences among the 1 li ans, 
put 1 have, within the last few months, passed by rail, ina 
Pullman eur, over the route 1 travelled with this same guide, 
and the changes tnat have oceurred since 1 made that trading 
trip, amt the singular and dramatic incidents that occurred 
at the time, induce me to narrate it. 

On this oceasion, we were going to the hunting grounds of 
the Green Point Indians. Our route was up the Shiawassie to 
the mouth of Bad River; then up that, as far as we. uu ld go 
with a canoe; then across the country, in the direction of 
Owasso, Ionia, and Grand Rapids. 

On my return from the trip, if the question had been ask- 
ed me if the country over which we had travelled would ever @& 
inhabited, 1 should have answered Never. From the start, 
each side of the Stiawassie was a dreary swamp or marsh, and 
for some distance vp the Bad River a landing upon dry groum 
could not be made; and for miles after leaving Bad River, it 
wes a level, fla? rerion, principally timvered with soft maple, 
and uni i bing for any purpose but for hunting and trapping. 
vet in my recent trip, I could look out of the car window upon 
well-improved farms all the way, and every eight or ten miles 
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were viliages, with ehurches, schuols, houses, and a popula- 
tion of from three ur four hundred to a thousand, while on the 
first crip, there was not a house, nur did we encounter a sovl 
save Irdians, in a Journey of nearly one hundred miles. 

On this ovceasion, Ola Yainding «id not fail to notice the 
guide marks of tie Great Spirit, and we reached our destina- 
tion a5 intended. e found a number of lodges, all of which 
had in sight evidences of suecessful hunting. The skins of 
Givers animals were drying in the frames in which they wers 
stretched, and our arrival was haiied with delight by the 
dne, whe, with the chiidren, were the only ones at the camp, 
the hurntérs being all in the woods, in quest of fare. Abaut 
sundown they began to come in, most all of them bringing some 
king of gare. Presently wes heard a very peculiar yell, long 
drawn ont, and before the sound hed fairly subsided, every 
Squaw, papoose, and stripling had rushed out of doors,and each 
was anndune ing to the other that Chematosh had killed a near. 
In five or six minutes, tne same sount vas repeated, when Mo- 
rah yelled to the youngsters that Chematosh had killed two 
oears, At intervals the same sovnd was repeated, until it 
was known that hene tosh had killed nine beers. The excitement 
nad invreassd with each announcement, and now the excitement 
was porCectly wild. Present ly Chematush came into camp, his 
blunket made inte a sack filled with something Apps rent ly as 
heavy as he could carry. He hed not à smile upon his face, 
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nor did he utter a word, untii he ueposited his sack at the 
door of his lodge, ami tel nis wife te open it. She did so, 
and he poured upon tie ground thirty-six bears' faet, amputa- 
ted at the ankle-joint. Again the youngsters began tu yell 
ami dance, and even tie eluers seemed elated at the sight. 1 
scon learned the savret of this great juy and excitement. 
These feet were to os served at nignt, as 4 great religious 
feast ana a thanksgiving. A fire „as cuil: in tie centre of 
and the whole, width of the caxp, and kept up until a gucd bed 
of coals had acvsumulatea. The do was then opened, the Peet 
put in to a trench made in the lit ashes, and were then nicely 
covered first with ashes, tien with eval, and the flre kept up 
for an hour or so. They were then taken out, men tlie outer 
s in would peel off, and they were reauy for tle banquet. 1 
was an honored guest at this feast, and enjoyea At greatly. 
Tne eluer Inavians ail mals prayers, ana gave thanks to the 
Good Hani fer not allowing the Bau Manito to warn the bears 
of their danger, and in their speeches they extolleu the skill 
and prowess of the hunter. 1 have saiu tat 1 enjoyed the 
feast, out they had not tue seasoning that my fish cn the Bay 
ad - af ter peariy sixty hours of fasting. 

Dur am tue evening, Chematosh gave us @ full account of 
the killing of tne bear, and of the day's hunt generally. It 
IS IB. pOS S104 tu put iat on paper ana embellish it as he did. 
he tola us the story Standing, and his action and gestures 
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were so dramatic that we could, in our Paney, see each bear as 
it came up to be shot, and heer his enuffing, when peering 
about, suspecting danger. Fe said he had travelled all the 
morning, seeing but few deer, and getting no shot until about 
noun, when le came face to face with a big buck, not a stone's 
throw frum him. de said, "1 took deliberate aim at the churl 
at the root of his lorns ami expected him to drop inhi Mb be 
but he barely winked one eye at ne, nad end his head, as much 
as to say, no, you don't,’ then hoisted his tail, and said, 
"Bo Sho. 1 was eres tfallen, and thought either 1 or my gun 
was bewitched, and if 1 had not found the bear, 1 should not 
tell you of the buck; but as I made my way towards home just 
before sundown, 1 was coming through the thick timber near the 
windfall, and as 1 came near it, 1 saw a yearling bear, squat- 
ting on the top log of the biggest pile in the windfall, mar 
the creek. I made no noise, stepped behim that big black 
walnut, put the mugzle of my rifle against the tree, leaned 
forwara, following my gun around, until 1 brought him in sight. 
1 could see by his actions that he was suspicious of danger. 
He was snuffing the air, and peering into the woods, and 1 
thought 1 leam him say, There is a hunter around, and then 
1 thought it time tw assure him he was richt. He vas stam- 
ing, 80 1 ewuld put a ball into his head just at the rvot of 
his left ear, and he tumbled off the logs into a hollow,where 
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i ou nut see if 1 had killen nam dead, but 1 thought it pru- 
Gent to reioad where 1 stood, and before 1 lud finisiec, tie 
vlu ne one Game up to see what was going on. He also snuffed 
the air and peered into the woods, ana ac ted as if inguiring 
for his of fepring,~evidently not seeing him don in we hol- 
low,—se 1 put a bail into his head, in the same place that 
haa sent tie young one home, and he went deen into the hollow 
tu meet him. 1 then come need to load again—net oecause 1 
epo stud to see more ogars come up on tho pile, but because 
one ay betli of these Fallen inte the hollow might prove tuo de 
only stunned, and tagt show Pfight,-but by the time 1 was 
ready, wr old she one caine up, mgoiring for Billy anu His 
dad. 1 lost no time in sending har to join them, ana the 
males uni the nuntsa ard euueins eontinued to come, happily, 
nme st a tine, until L was sure 1 had sent nine of then anto 
the hollow, and 1 did net know but I was to stand there ana 
shoot dear forever, and 1 began to fear that that puck that 
haa winked at no so maliciously had pewitehed me. han the 
bear ceased to cone out, i found i had put in my sun my very 
lest bullet, and as 1 started and got up on the big ok lor 80 
1 egovid Look over, 1 was still fearful 1 showid find 17 a de- 
lusion and a uream, bot there they were, one pile up on an- 
other mite the pile of bears resembled tie windfall of trees. 
i appreachea them with caution, lest sume might require an- 
Ober shot, our wey were all as ad as Hemenaniquette.* He, 
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1 suppose, was Julius Caesar. 

In reading this episoue of the slaughter of the ars to 
a Fentleman for whose opinion 1 have great respect, he intima- 
ted thet my friend Chemetosh was a romancer,and haa graphical 
ly desertbed the killine of imavinary rears. bad lie been 
with meat the camp, hewever, ana witnessea the bringing un of 
the carcases, seen the skins put into frames to strei¢h them 
in proper shape, and been present in canp while the various 
processes were going on to extract and store the oil, he pe: 
tainly would have come to the conclusion that not one of the 
nine was imaginary. On the contrary, he wuvla heve concluded 
he vas Visiting an abattoir, where the siaughicrang of rear 
was being extensively garried on. Se nuel: gal was cotained, 
that tlie Squaws were sent sune Gistance An toe fvrest to ob- 
tain dire bark, from which to manufacture vessels in which to 
store it. 

lt as true, tle killing of nine cours rom awingle stand 
point was tot um vll occurrence, Gnu -althoug there were 
no dal) or weekly papers. to auvertise tim Fast, it soon be- 
Cabe generally Known, am added not 4 little tw the ue of 
Cnhematosh as a nunter. 1 nave recontly travelled from Sagi- 
Naw w Grand Kapids ana passed within a short distance of the 
luvality of tne „ind fall, and at Owasso, fell in #ith two old 
acyguaintangées, wo romemberei the killing of the nine. and of 
the eclat it gave Chematosh: mon his companions, 
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We remained at the hunting camp a few days while the bcar 
Shins were being stretched and dried, then got à couple of 
boys to help Wainding pack the furs and skins in our canoe on 
Bad River. We ratumeda to the store at Green Point with a 
valvable load, and 1 was mush elatea with our success. 

1 an here inclined to state a fact for which 1 have never 
deen adie to agcount. There is a fascination in the fur 
trade and life anom the Indians, to be found nowhere else. 

1 have, since those days, been engaged in most all kims of 
dusiness that active Western men engage in. I have peen a 
miller, a merchant, a banker, and a railroad builder, ana tol- 
erably sucesssful in all of them, but none of them gave me the 
satisfaction and enjoyment that 1 found in the fur trade. The 
life is so fascinating, that few who enzase in it at the age i 
aid, ever abandon it. There is certainly but one way to ae 
count for it, and that is to acknowledge the fact tnat the nat- 
ural tendency of men is to defenerate into primitive life - and 
to avoid it, we require the continual influence and the inter- 
ours of Civilizeu society. 

It was about at the time of which 1 a writing that 
Brother Horatio returned from Ganada and settled in Buffalo, 
anu invited me to abandon the fur trade and join him as a bro- 
ker, 1t was with much reluctance that 1 gave up the free and 
easy life of the woous tw m to a city and attempt to mix and 
become faniliarized with civilized society, but 1 had the juag- 
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ment to see that 1 had here a chance to reach a sphere of life 
that 1 could not hope for, Wong the Indians. As 1 have 
already stated, while relating the career of our Brother Fra- 
tio, we were partners in business, for a tine, and only dis- 
solved the partnership on my getting married. I had not 
been lone in Buffalo, when I made, {1 hardly know how) the ae- 
qus int ance of the davnghter of Major Ghristepher Van Deventer, 
of the United States Army. Then or had for sume vears act- 
ed as Chief Clerk to the War Department,while Mr. Calhoun was 
Secretary. The Major's wife was a weughter of Or. Birkhead, 
of Baltimore, and Miss Van Deventer had from her infaney assa 
Siated with the refined and intelligent soviety of the two 
Cities, and vas, in fact, recognized as a belle in both places. 
When Mr.Calhoun want out of office, Major Van Deventer resien- 
od from the army, care to Erie County, near Buffalo, and set- 
tled there, on an estate he md owned for som years. Phen 
i told my orotner 1 was about to marry Miss Van Deventer, he 
area me demented, and inquired how I expected to live? 1 
told him my share of the business would be enough for us to 
start life n. ‘That anounted to anuvt two thousand dollars a 
year, which he devlared would mt suffice a youne ludy wh had 
been in suciety in Sashington and Baltimwre, for a nmmnth, and 
if i was determined to ruin myself, our partnership must cease 
at unee. 1 told him, if he had the leisure, we would set- 
tle our business then and there. Ile expentod the dissolution 
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would gatse the Major tu withhold his sonsent to ovr nuptials, 
Out we were Narpiad. Ne want to board at a moderate boarding 
house, and the Washington belle, who had lived al] her. life in 
lucury, Was quite as ready to evonomize as one who had known 
nothing vf a life of that nature. 

About this time Brother Augustus hea removed from Rutavia 
to Buffalo, and he to ok an entireiy different view of things. 
Ke wae not af ald tu endorse fur me to procure all the funds 1 
should reqvire to open an office to carry on the same business 
on my Own agevunt alune that 1 had veen doing as a partner with 
Noratio for only one-third of the proceeds, s thet 1 was very 
scon in ‘he full tide of a suecessful business. In a few 
months, we found we could afford te take a little cottage, fur- 
nish it inexpensively, and with a single servant, have a happy 
littie home. Here we lived until May 1835 when our first 
chile was born, which fact lone enabled me to give the date; 
and if these reminiseences are read by our descendants, they 
will see tint the dates are mostiv ignored, for want of data 
to Huld me. 

About this time there came to Buffalo some well-known cit- 
izens of Pontiac, who were the incerporators of «a charter for 
a railroad and a bank; the read to be run from Detroit to Pon- 
tinge, am the bank to be located there. These gentlemen had 
known me As @ boy in pontiae and Saginaw, and were in search 
of parties whom they coul induee to utilize their charters. 
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hey asked 1f 1 coulda aia them to find them. 1 examined their 
charters, and was of tne opinion tlat they would be a gd 
thing to handle. 1 laid the matter before my brother, who 
aecided at once that they aid not have sufficient capital to 
think of building twenty-Pive miles f railroad, and starting 
a bank. 1 next went to Alfred Wiliaans, better known in 
thuse usys as "Salt Williams* as he was aeting as agent for 
salt works at Syracuse and Salina, ana 1 theugit he might in- 
duce hid friends there to undertake the enterprise,- but they 
AIs ceelined. The mere I theugnt of the undertaking, the 
better 1 Lakedeat, outs the Pact was that I was enamured of 
Michigan and its peuple, and wos not averse to fretting back 
there to live. 1 fins II suggested to r. ll tis that he 
and 1 purchase the charters, ami under take it ourseives ,alone. 
fe haa between us ten mous and awliars, which was all that was 
required to be paid in on tle stock, wefore the issuing of 
notes for virevlation. 

1 finally made & bargain with the sentlemen, converted 
our ten thousand dollars anto coin, had a banking heuse pre- 
pared, and on the day the charter stipulated 1 was there, 
elected a board of airectors, a presiuent, and myseaf as cash- 
1er, am passed à voae of by-laws, giving the cashier full» eon- 
trol of the instatuticn; paid in the ten theusand dollars vo- 
on the stock, and a once commences the signing and issuing of 
notes, au for weeks could not supvly the demand ip exchange 
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fur Bastern coin, notes, and bills of the two Detroit banks. 
Befure 1t became obligatory to start the bung of tne a1 
road, we mu in e¢ircuiation two Aundreu theusand wilars, and 
gli our coin still in the safe, in Its original packages. . 
in the meantime, left Mr.Wiliiams in buffalo, to garry on the 
breker s office there, and he was able to keep fifty thvvsana 
dollars of our Pontiac dank bills in circulation there, and 
buy it at two per gent discount, about every twenty days. 
Bank bills having epout that aiscount were universally used 
there, dy manufacturers, builders, and all retail pusiness. 
In the meantime, we were able to keep a aeposit in des York, 
against whach to sell exchange, which commanded a premium of 
one to one and a half per cent. At tne end of tie first year 
we Nad realized a clear profit of over forty thousana las, 
ana dy the time we hau, dy the charter, to conmence work on 
the railrosa, we haw a respectable bank account te draw again. 
Gur faret outlay on railroad accuunt was for pbulluing a 
steam saw mill and the purchase of two hunared ond forty acres 
of oa timvered land at Royal Oak, twelve miles from Letrest, 
and fairly acress the low andi swampy land. This strip of low 
wet land was fer a time considered worthless anu, in fact, pro- 
nounced se by the surveyors sent out by te govermnent to ex- 
plere the interaor. Yet at was densely timbered, and much of 
the timber coula de utilized in ovaddang the Kind of raalroaus 
in vogue at that time. 4 put men at werk shopping and clear- 
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ing the roaiway, conmencing at the mill, and working towards 
Detroii. Rach hunared feet furnished the material for ties, 
and the large trees were sufficient to give us two continvous 
lines of logs, whieh, when placed in the centre as nearly lev- 
1 as possible, formed the foundation on ieh the ties were 
placed. These ties, after being squared, hau a nuteh or gain 
cut in each ena, to receive the wouwen rail, which was sawed 
at the mall, fiftean teet in length, five by seven inches; or, 
in Other words, five inches wide, and seven inches deep. then 
the ties were placea upon tie founaation timper, then longitu- 
dimal raiis sere aruppei inte the gains at each and of the tie, 
and fastened there with & wooden wedve driven into the gain 
alongside the raii. To a few cid peuple, this minute deserip- 
tion of the First railrvads will seem vncailea for, but an my 
traveis recently, I nase met many persons who haa ne Knowledge 
of that style of railroad, and vhen 1 teln thom that. for some 
years after 1 nd agiaeu in tine building of the farst twenty- 
five miles of mat is new the vetroit ana Milwaukee, tnere was 
no other kind between tiere and New York, they thuusar 1 must 
Oitiier be ICmancing, or be a centenarian. 

Ne commenced to lay tue raids at. die say mall, a when 
fairly started put @ cam on tu the wooden raus, oa with a 
Single horse covld keep « perty leying then supplied. A long 
tow line was used, amd the horse, traveled outside tie tles un- 
tal enough was laid to begin the excavation of « diteh on esch 
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side of the track, throwing the earth from the excavation into 
the centre between the rails, thus at the same time keeping 
the weter from the traek anu making a tow path for the horse. 
It took us but a few months to complete this style of road 
from Royal Oak to the crossing of Jefferson Avenue, on what 
was then mon aus the Sithmerel farm,- at that time, quite out 
of town,—obut its location has not ween changed, and exactly 
where the bDetreit and Milwaukee new crosses Jefferson Avenue, 
we built a 1476 1e depot, and commencea the transportation of 
passengers ana freizht from there te Reyal Oak on tie wooden 
raii, using norses fur motive poser. 

This vecurred aurang thessummer of 1536, when tne nigra 
tion into Arch Ida was 3% its graatesd tive. The wagon road 
aéruss tue tweive miles of tinoereu land was almost impassivle. 
With a air of norses and a single car, % could and aid lane 
twenty-five vr thirty passengers ay Royai Oak im an neu and a 
half. Stages were reauy to sake them From there over cumpara-— 
tively n voads. Five deliars « ton was willingiy paid us 
fur the trans por tatien of freight agress the swamp, ani Lt was 
not unusual for us Ww receive a hunarea lars for a simle 
day's wraifie. ihe recelpts trom taas svurce nearly met our 
expenditures ian exteming the road two Karwingham, seven miles 
farther. We continued tue treffie w at point, but found 
the wear and tear upon the woudgen rail ve@ganning to dre them 
up, ty an extent Likely to render them unfit, ter tie, iron par. 
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Therefore, the time had arrived when we must have iron to 
spike upon these wooden rails. Iron was then ¢eostir® ninety 
dollars a ton, and the mount we must have would cost a hun- 
dred thousand dullars. 

My brothers inBuffale were cognizant of the fact that we 
hea owt ten thousand dollars as abasis for our operations and 
anticipated gr explosion the first six munths; now that we 
had @ necessary expenditure of ahunured thousand dollars star- 
ii us in the face, they were sure we must suceumb. We had 
the use and control of money so long as we kept it in use in 
16 i tmate banking, but it would not do to invest it in iron. 

Our Legislature was in session. Our svec@ss with the 
wooden raile, had ¢gonvinced sume of the inhabitants that the 
cunpletion of the read would be 4 general benefit, ana we got 
then all to petition the legislature to grant us a loan in the 
shape of six per cent bonds, having twenty years to run. Now 
these were the days before free passes were supposed tobe fac- 
tere fur obtaining subsidies and Legislative aid, but while a 
bill for our relief was pending, I invited a car-loaa of the 
mem bor s to make a trip over the road tu Royal Oak anu see the 
Situataon m the necessity of passing tie bill. 

it was Upon this Osgeasion that Ur. Willians, who was in- 
ol ined to stutter, made answer to a party who asked him if 
there was not danger of the horses balking. His answer was: 
"The o-o-only ad-d-danrer on the Pon-Pontiac road is of d-d-d- 
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dying of old age oe fore you ean get through. * To obviate 
that danger as much as possible, 1, myself, took the placa of 
the driver, and landed them in Royal Oak within the hour. 
The members were sv well pleased with tie ride ana the read, 
that they passed the bill and issued to us the bonds. 1 want 
at onea to New York, solu the bonds at par, bought the iron 
and a locomotive. The lecometive is remembered by some gray- 
headed gentlemen who were then boys, and they tell me the rea- 
son why they remember it is that it was the first one they 
ever saw, and bore tiie name of Sherman Stevens. That engine 
was the twelfth manufactured by Kaldwin & Company, of Phila- 
delphia, who have since made them until they number thousands. 
My connection with the road ceased about 1345, 1 having 
sold my interest to Gordon #illiams and some parties, resi- 


dents of Syracuse, New York. 


11 was about this time that Michigan, as well as all 
other ostern states, became wild upon the subject of internal 
improvement. Michigan made à loan of five million dollars,— 
appropriated a part of it for the Clinton Canal to run from 

Mount Clemens through Pontiac, and on towards Shiawassie. 
The Michigan Central, then a state work, pushed towards Chi- 
cazo. The state of New Vork passed a general banking law, 
based upon the state ponds anu real estate. Vichigan, to be 
more liberal, also passed a general banking law, with only 
real estate as security for issve. This plethora of what had 
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she aprearinge of money, induced speculation; prices aivanced 
and over-prodvetion and general bankruptey were the result. 
Banks IIe everywhere. Sovereign states failei to pay their 
interest. The state of Michigan failed tv pay the interest 
on the bonds Joaned the Pontiae Railroad Company. Undar the 
law granting the lean, 1 was the party to sign the eoupons,and 
1 was ora tine kept busy answering inguiring holders that 
they must inquire of the State Treasurer's Office. 

1 Dava been for years aosent from the state, and 1 have 
nu Knowledge whether the railroad or the state paid the bonds 
issued to us, but 1 do know that if the County of Oakland alm 
had been compelled to pay it by taxation, it would have been 
the most beneficial tax ever levied in that county. 

Up to the time the raiiroai was put in operation, it had 
cost a avllar and a quarter to move a barrel of flour Prom 
Pontiac to Detroit. The day the road was put in operation, 
the price was fixed at eighteen and three fourths cents—thus 
saving the producer over a dollar a barrel. 

For the first year after its completion, 1 was myself in 
charge of the shipping department, and forwarded, Por many gon- 
secutive uays, over a thousand barrels a day, and yet many of 
these same farmers who were so directly benefitted by the old 
Flat Kar Road, opposed it in every possible way, from its in- 
ception to its vompletion, and if any of them are still alive, 
1 have no doubot ill aecuse tieir representatives of corrup- 
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tion, fur having voted for the loan. 

The Bank of Pontiac was unquestionably an important fae- 
tor in the bdullding of the read, and although it commencea its 
existence on à meagre capital, it retained the confidence of 
the people, and wound up its affairs, leaving less Jiabilities 
unpaid than any bank in the state. 

About 1545, as near as 1 can remember, the copper cis- 
coveries at Lake Superior begun.to attract the avtention of 
the people. Permits to iovate a section of land for mining 
purpvses were issued to individuals, conditioned te pay the 
vovermment a Ziven royalty. I was, by this tino, in a Situa- 
tion tu begome a mining auventurer. 1 like nine-tenths of 
Lhe business men of the vay, had been compelied te use the 
general bankrupt Law to velieve myself of indentedness to in- 
solvent corporations and sovereinn states,—all of whom were 
in the Seme boat with me, and to. whose Pailures I could justly 
charge the necessity of my course. i had bought of the Fund 
Commissioners of the State of Indiana, Four hundred thoussnd 
dollars of lor six par dent bonds, on which 1 had established 
a bank in Uuffaio. These bonus were mostly buveht on a cred 
1, at ninety-four cents te the dollar, but bo fore a single 
payment matured, the stata failed to pay interest, and her 
ponds wepreciatea to less than thirty cents. The bonds being 
used as à basis fur banking, must necessarily be sold fur what 
they woula bring. They were lodged with the Comptroller of 
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tie Stute of New York as security for cirsulating notes under 
tue generai ounking daw of whew York. As 1 Sa above, after 
diving down and coming up aooelved from via liapilities,i was 
in a Situation to try mining. 

A party of Detroit fentiemen with sume political in 
fiuenve, (which was requirei for the purpuse,) votuined suse 
permits to locate copper mines on the upper peninsula. John 
R. Grout, (who, in efter yeare vecame wealthy by his cunnes- 
tion with the copper mining.) ard myself, were seleated to ex- 
plory the mining region am locate our permits. “ea took a 
steamer as fer as the Sault St.Marie, ana from there, u little 
schouner, ea iled the Swallow; lanied ns at Copper Harbor, at 
which point were stationed two or three gompanies of soldiers. 
% s pont s week or two at the post, makine trips into the in- 
terior end along tne coast, sealing some littie veins of black’ 
oxide of copper, ard one odge of monzenia, but could Pind 
nothing we could advise sur company to expand money in develop— 
ing. At Copper Harbor we ehartered a bark vance and a couple 
of Imians for crew, and sailed and padaled along the coast as 
far up as the ab tu of Iron River; wade exeursions into the 
interior, only to encounter windfalls ana mosquitees, and fi- 
Helly returned to Fuge River on Keweenaw Point, where Colonel 
GhArles Gratish was agting as Superintendent for a Boston Con- 
pany, which hea leogeted ez segtions at that point, an. were 
Sinking a shaft and taking out sume copper, and o¢ecauionelly 
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gett ing specimens of native silver. We did not like to re- 
turn two Deter t without deine semothing. Colonel Grart, as 
agent of tie Busten Cumpany, offered tu sal] use a locetion ade 
Joining we Eagle River and tee Cliff Vines for Five thovsand 
aviidars. These two mines, up to thet tine, were considered 
the Banner mines’ oO) de Gsbirict. Professor Jackson, of 80s5= 
ton, Nad reporten upon the Kae River as being. enormous ly rich 
in Silver, ane the Cliff stowed for itself. A shaft was al- 
ready sumk to tie aopth of. two hundred feet or more, and Prom 
tiie top teste bottom on one side was a sheet cf pure native 
copper fran six to ten inches thick, and men at work at it vith 
guid vhisels, cutting is inte pieces of transportable size. 
Thais lf vein was near the boundary line of the’ section. 
Colonel Gratish offered to sell us the vein oviaentiy running 
en te it, prt the #revnd being lower ard more earth overlaying 
the ved rock, we gould not prospect it much. 1 was in favor 
f seehr i it for our Company but could not get the refusal 
ef at untal we returned, and had no authority fran our Canpany 
ty purenase it. 1 finelly enterea into a contract to take it 
in. my vw nume, and te pay the money to the agent in Detroit, 
ats #iven uate, ma receive the papers. 

fe then returnec te Detroit, made eur report to the Com- 
pany, and told Shem as we were their employees, if they chose 
% take t 4 only lecation we had made, they could have at. If 
not, A would hold 1% myself. They rasolved to keep it, and 
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on that purghase was located the North American Vining Company, 
of which Gorden Williams was President „ und John Bacon, Super- 
intendent. 

My quota of stock as awarded to me but having just got 
through the Gankruptcy Court, 1 felt that 1 gould not well 
stand the necessary assassments to Gpen a copper mine, but the 
furor for éopper stock at the time enabled me to sell n v stock 
for quite a stake. With the eoin received for copoer stock, 
I was enabled, at the sale of my assets by the assignee, tu 
purchase some that 1 thought the most valuable, and during the 
years 1849 and 1450 1 acevmulated enough to leave my family in 
comfortable circumstances, while 1 teok, what was then consid- 
ered a Creat risk a trip te California. I left Pontiae in 
January, 1881, and sailec eerily in Pebruary from New York,for 
the mouth of the Charres River. There, for the first time 
in my life, saw palms, cocoanut trees, and other tropical pro- 
due ions Aix or icht hundred of us were landed here chere 
there were no aceommodations save a fer mative huts, eGnsist- 
ing of sheds covered with palm leaves. Here we were to pro- 
cure boats te eonvey us to Corgona on our way across the Isth- 
mus. a I had with me a nephew, Albert, a son of brother Rufus, 
AM young man from Detroit, dy the name of George Sam Rice. 
¥e three fuvnd a small boat, only bis enovurh to earry our- 
selves and our baggage, and got started up the river in advance 
of the rest of the passanzers. The arrancement gave us the 
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Opportunzty of securing supplies and accommodations wherever 
we reguired them, but I jiad taken precautions to have a lunch 
basket put up by the ships steward that would last us tw Pane- 
ma. I had oreught along a rifle whach 1 had had made to or- 
der, and expected to see more or less game on which to use it. 
We bad left the mouth of the Chagres dut a little while when 
I saw, laying on a iog near the shore, an ailigator, the first 
i had ever seen. I instructed the boatman to approach him 
with eure, that 1 micht get a sure shot. 1 took dell berate 
aim at him e few inches back of what 1 took tu be his fore 
shoulder, thinking it a vitai part, but our native crew laugh- 
ed at me Por expecting to hurt an alligator with a buliet, un- 
1ese 1 put the bullet into his eye. 1 remember this failure, 
as failure iat surely was, as I only awoke him from his nap,ap- 
parently uninjured. The next one we aiscovered ] gut near 
enough to hit in the eye, and he rolied off the log, flwunder- 
ing for a time, then fioated off with his belly uppermost. 

Ve camped the Pirst mant in a emall Clearing, where @ native 
was raising a few bananas and pine apples, and for a aime or 
two gave us tiie run vf the plantation to use and eat all we 
cove, During the night, the nuises about us were s new and 
unleard Of vy all of us tat Sleep fur a time was ovt of the 
aus Aen. Fran one direction a screech or scream would star- 
tie us, and we woula inquire of the native what it could be. 
"Oh, tat is It ie monkey Mariecana. uy heap of him to take 
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to New York. Presently, from another direction #oula come a t 
hoarser yell that wouli almost frighten us. “Umbra, tnt is 
that?“ „On, that Marieano coll orang-outang. He sometime 
s big" (marking three feet high). Se ovr first night onshore 
in the tropics pass. The next day we continued our voyage 
to the river, seeing sor las of parrots of all shmdes of color 
and size. Oveasionally, we wovia seve a monkey sprineiang hin- 
self from tree to tree, but 1 esule not bear to shout them 
they looked too human. The wmly game I shot the secum day 
ne what 1 took to ve 2 youns alligator, Ke vas on a sand- 
spit a few feet Gut of the vater. When I shot him, the bail 
went through him, dot did not prevent his making for the river. 
At this June ture, one of ovr crew Jumped into the water and 
Caught it up in his arms and was bringing it on board the boat. 
We all demurred to this, while he insisted it: was gbd to eat, 
sll the same as chicken; but, finding us unwilling to have it 
in the boat, he took his knife, ripped it open, am took out 
at least a half-peck of eggs, nearly the size of bens“ ergs. 

i subsequent ly learned that the animal was cailed an Iguana, 
and was really eaten by whites as well as by natives of the 
ishhnus. 

We were able to reach Gorgona aheau of the crowd, and se- 
cured pack and riaing mulee and got off before but few of our 
feilow-passengers overtook us, lt took three pack animals to 
Carry Our bapeage, aud the manner in which they were harnessed 
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was uni gue. The three were all fastenea firmly in a string, 
the second one hitched to the tail of the first, and the third 
tied to the tail of the second and rade to follow the leader. 
1 fount this arranrenent was made % prevent any one of them 
dodging off the road inte the forest, which was all the way so 
dense that it would be like looking for a needle in a hay stack 
to fini one astray, *e mounted our saddle mules and al though 
the reads were in horrid condition, we Wade the gity of Panama 
before night-fall , and in consequence of bei aliead of the 
Crowd, were able to fet quarters for our stay of ten days, 
awaiting the sailing of ovr steamer. 

There wus mech to be seen at Parana tiat was new to us. 
It was, in the first piace, the first walled vity 1 nad ever 
seen, au the first holy eathedral. City churehes everywhere, 
bells ringing fran morning to night. It seomed tu me that 
every other native on the street was in the garb of a oriest, 
seine to or coming from a church,—sane of them carrying under 
their arms a brace of fighting cocks. 1 asked a resident ac- 
yuaintance what it meant, He said that many of the priests 
were owners of ficht ing cocks, and did mt hesitate to back 
their favorites. he also said that some of them had mastered 
the game of poker, and that he lad seen one of them playing a 
game . When 4 iady passed tie dor, he pulled out his watch, 
morke@ the tine, handen hie carde to a friend, and asked him 
to play for him while he went into the churen tw confess the 
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sefior ita v hed just bas sd. 

There were many things that were new and interesting. In 
the market 1 Pound them selling beef by the yard, instead of 
bY Lhe pound. lt was cut into thin strips and dried in the 
sun, and ‘yet when cooked with Chili peppers was: not unpalata- 
ble, The narrow streets were full of great vultures, or bur 
key buzzards, sd tame, you lad almost te kick them out of your 
Way. Those, 1 leurnea, were protectea oy law, and were the 
only scavengers of the city. 

Before we sailed, asteamer arrived from California with 
2 theuvsand pes sengens; ana it was a singviar fact that they 
were infinitely more) quiet and detter behaved than those just 
arrived from New York. 1 asked my friena tie resident how he 
aceounted for the fact. He said it was a well recognized one, 
and the reason was that those returning had seen the elephant, 
while those Just going out were in search of him. 

In aue ide, we marked on the steamer Panama, one of 
the fleet sent out te earry tne mails dy Howland and Ap 
the Government, 1 think, having helped to build them, We 
coasted alon in sight of land in a sea 80 quiet that an In- 
dian dug-out would Imve deen safe, but made no landin until 
we reached Acapulco, the eishth day. Here, after entering 
the little lana-locked harbor, we were imsediately surrounded 
oy imume@rable boats, Mostly loaded with fruit, seeking a war- 
ket,—<oranfes, pineapples, lemons, limes, all kinds of melons. 
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Fach pedlar had a basket attached to a line, and a passenger 
wanting fruit wovla de invited to sem down the dimes. The A 
fruit would then be put in the basket, and the purchaser coulda ; 
haul it up. 

It was very amusing to hear some of the young men, who, 
before leaving New York nad purehased a book antitled *Spanish 
withwt a Master,“ with a view of being able to Speak, against 
the time they get to California. Sone of them haa learned 
that quanto“ meant *how much” and that oro“ was gold. 1 
pros ue those two words formed the bur men of their thoughts. 

1 heard one of these sttdents singing out to the podlar, "Qaun- 
to oro, two pine apples, ons water melon, ant a dozen cranes! 
Now the proportion of Spanish used in this instance was lass 
than in the attempt made by another one. There ware boats 
alongside, with awnings over them, solivitin™ passengers to go 
on shore. 1 heard another of the stvuients ingquirine in a 
earnest tone, "Quanto orum, fo ashorum e and 1 have no doubt 
he thoreht he was talkine Spanish. 

I eonelvded to take a run on shore. The teen seemed to 
be livine on the sidewalks. In front of Warly every decor 
was spread their merchandise ,—apparantly tot little elise than 
fruit and agumiiene, a fiery kim of tipple. We also went to 
dec a ship that many years aro was thrown on land some ais tance 
by a tidal wave, am has lain there since . A sefiorita, with 
a basket of shells and feather flowers, offerei us r wares, 
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and wien we declined tu buy, sha selected 9 little shel], or 
flower, and in most insinuating tones, would say, de presenta, 
Sefor,".' and if we accepted, she did not hesitate to state 
that she expected “Senor” to presenta her a two-bit piece in 
re turn. 

While we vere on shore, the passepgers on the steg er 
were axcited at a sight they saw approaching; 8eme dozen 
boats were nesrine the steamer. Alongside of cach eould ve 
sfen some animal swimming, no part of which was in sight bet 
A head surmounted oy an enormous pair of horns. They judsed 
it to be some sea monster, until told they were Mexican oxen 
Deine brought on board to Peed the passengers. Then the ques- 
tion arose, “How coulda oxen be taken fran out the water, and 
put on board the boat“! The vroblem was soon solved. A 
task le and all was lower ed from the yard arm, attached to the 
horns of an ox, and three or four sailors wovld hoist him out 
of the water, his legs dangling in the air, until hich enough 
to clear the bulwarks, when he would be lowered into the cat- 
tle pens, there to remain, until ealled for by the ship's bute 
cher. After tak i on board the cattle and quantities of 
fruit, the anchor was hoisted, and we steamed out of the har- 
bor. On ovr way again, we culled at San Blas, Mazat- 
lan, am San Diego. Just be fore entering the Bay of SanDiegu, 
the monument marking the boundary line between Nexico am Cali- 
fornia was pointea out to us. Our next call wie at Monterey. 
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From Nan Diepo bo Munterey ve te wen so near tle shore that 
ovjéects were visible, ani in one instance we ser win of a 
dozen or nere elk. With a glass we could see and cuunt, tose 
adorned with ent lers. All such sights amt scenes were excite 
ing to a ship's load of passengers who were witnessing them 
for the first time. 

As we neared ovr destination, a change nne ver the ace 
tions ani conversation of wany of the passengers. They were 
less hilarivus and full af confidence. Many of then were 
a bunt to land in a strange country with nearly empty purses, 
and i moe no doubt many of than wishea ‘they were back in the 
comfortable hanes they hed left. I was particularly struck 
by the downeeast look of a couple of well-behaved females that 
1 had deen ale w render’ a little assistance to in looking 
after their baggage. I asked them why they were so cloomy 
now, as we were about to enter the Golden Gate. They answered 
with tears and sobs that they hun deen so long on the journey, 
which had ost more than they had expected, and they hed out 
little left. letters from acquaintances hed fiven such glow- 
ing accounts of the ease with which gold was made by all wil- 
lim: to work, that they had been inducea to make the journey, 


but now they realized the fact that they knew not a soul to 


apply to for advice, and heartily wished they were back in 
Ohio. I comforted them all 1 could, and advised them to go 
to a hotel at which 1 intended to stop. Although it would be 
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expensive, they would oe surer of good advice than they would 


be at sume cheap and perhaps ass ze putable place. fe soon 
aropped anchor aoreast of wiat tiere vas on of the ejty of 
San Francisco. Tnere were no ducks at which to land, am all 
had to go on shore in small beats. I. procured one to. take 
dur party, ard was about to leave, when the two females berged 
ne to let them go with us. Is a little fearful that I had 
gut inte en en tang ine alliance, but the result. proved @uinent— 
ly satisfactury. The hotel] at which ve stopped had some ff 
ty or Sixty eds, and up to ti.et time the lend lord had heen 
ampel lea to employ men to do the chamber work. he was glad 
to employ these two Ohio wanen, at five dollars a day each,and 
board them, sv timy were made independant. at once, ami 1 have 
no douct, if alive, they remember me gratefully to this aay. 
The city of fan Freangisco presented a crude and strange 
appearance . About every other building was made principally 
of canvas, and at least one out of every three was a saloon and 
Gtuubling den, with a ond of music to attract customers. The 
Zaming tables were surroundes. by reugh-looking, long-pearded 
Wen, With boots outsiae their pantaloons, all with pistols 
strapped to treir wrists, and many of them with a handle ofa 
bowie knife protruding from their bootleg. Some of them were 
sher am intently watechine the game in which they were invest- 
ing their honey, while others were hilariously drunk, and sing- 
ind Saechanalian songs. The morning after our first night in 
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San Francisco, the daily papers announced but two men found in 
the streets with holes through them, and it was thought a shat 
crop. Not a few of those found dead on the streets in those 
days were suicides. Men who had been successful in the dig- 
gings and had made what they thought would nale them conforta- 
ble for life, would come down to San Francisco, and wiiile wait- 
ing the sailing of the homeward-bound steamer, would be seduc- 
ed to visit one of these Hells, and, looking upon the cane, 
would see some one (who vas probably a confederate) winning 
thousands of dollars, A man, in his folly, woulda think he 
could double the pile he had brought from the mines, and the 
result would be that in a few hours all would be gone ad it 
is not improbable that he had already advised his „fe, er his 
mother, that he had made ten or twenty thousand dollars, and 
should sail for home on the next steamer. 

Some of the Argonauts could and did bear up umer such a 
state of facts, and borrowed of a frieni enougi: to take them 
back tu the mines to delve for more; while others, more sen- 
Sitive, rather than acknowledge their wickedness and fully, 
preferrei to shuffle off this mortal coil, anu they were the 
ones that furnished a fair percentage of those found drowned, 
ani in the street. 1 had brought with me a few thousanu dol- 
lars, thinking 1 might see something in which 1 woula like to 
invest, but when 1 saw how money was vsed—alnwst exclusively 
im gambling games~—1 made up my mim to buy a bill of exchange, 
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am sent it N my banker in New York for safety. Vr. Rioe, 
our fellov-passenger, Came out to take a position in the Cus- 
tom House, then just established, with Thomas Butler line, as 
Collector. We saw him installed, und then started for the 
mines. 

David M. Hinsdale (who haa a year before this married our 
Sister Clarlotte, next older than myself) and A. I. and B.v.#il 
liams, uncles of my nephew Albert, were mining in Nevada, and 
we made that our objective point. We found them all deep in 
the mystery of mining, as they were working thirty feet under 
groum, digging out gravel on and near the bed rock, senaing 
it to the surface with the aid of a windlass and tub, then 
carting it nearly haif a mile to the creek, ami there washing 
it. We founa 8.C.Williams astride a tub, the half of a whis- 
key ea sk filleu with water, a twelve-quvart pan in his lend, 
filled so fer as we deu see with dirt and gravel. At his 
suggestion we watched his operation, seeing the dirt in the 
pan grewing less and less, until finally we could begin to see 
amass of yellow, glittering fold, When he was done manipu- 
lating it he weighed it upon his scales,-anu there was Fifteen 
hurdirew. volilars' worth, ana we vors told it was the result of 
one day's work of three of them. 

About the time ve arrived, Mr.Hinsdale and the filiiave 
brothers hau nearly exhausted their claims at Nevada anu were 
on the lowvkout fur further diggings. They had discovered 
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what they thought would be a paying locality, if it could be 
supplied with water. ‘they made a survey, and found that with 
the outlay of labor and money a ditch could de nade from Deer 
Creek near Nevada, and water diverted to Randolph Hill,-a dis- 
tance of nine miles. Water ditches of any length were un- 
known, and the undertaking was looked upon as gigantic,-and 
muny conservative men prognusticated their ruin. Before they 
nud exhausted their claims ut Nevada, however, they had @ 
Stream of Water running through nine wiles of uten, that 
would supply thirty men. 

While this ditch was veins; made,my nephew and Lysell f had 
selected some frouna near where it was to terminate,that prose 
pected fairly upon the surface. At Nevada,1l hau seen the 
some kim of ground suvcessfully worked, by digging a at oeh 
through a foot or two of gravel that overlaid a soft granite 
bed rock; then into this ved roek a foot or so, and turning a 
stream of water through this bed rock ditch, su located, that 
1% would run with a goou, sharp current. Next, shovel a Foot 
vr two of top sravel and dirt on to the bed ruck diteh, leav- 
ing the current to sweep through the diteh, and to carry off 
the dirt ana gravel, leaviryg, the gold pehina. Then carefully” 
scrape the buttoem of the ditch, and wash it out in d pan. 

1 made up my mim 1 could improve on this plan de using 
iumber. 1 went to the only saw mill in tie county, am ata 
cost of one hundred dollars per thvusand,ordered lumber for a 
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Slvice one hundred and fifty feet long —tle bottom board to 
be sawed, tapering fourteen inches at one end and twelve at the 
other, so that whem a sive board was mal lea on each side of 
thas bottan, the narrow end woula enter the wide ,—-stove-pipe 
fashion thus furming @ water-tight sluice into which to shovel 
earth. Abuvt the tine we gut our sluice set, it commenced to 
rain and snow, ana gave us an abundance of water. 1 told 
Alber t, (for whuse benefit 1 was working, as 1 dad not come out 
to stay but a few wonths,) to hire: four men, put two on each 
Gide the sivice, and commence washing, while he forked out the 
rocks the water woulda not run out. Albert was fearful that 
he would not get enough to pay the hired men, as eirht dollars 
A day each was as cheap es we coula hire, but at night of the 
first day we took up fifty-four dollars, ard 1 coulda see con- 
Siderable fine gold in the shives of the rough, newly-saved 
boartis ~—all of which we could get, as the boarus wore smowth. 
This, at the time, was an entirely new style of mining, ana 
before the week was out over five hundred men lad come to see 
the machine fur getting go id. It certainly was a great im- 
provement on former moaes, ana haa 1 obtained a patent for it, 
a very small royalty would have nade me a furtune, for, by its 
means, many millions have heen realized in the placers. 

Albert continued successful and took out enough over wa- 
ges to pay me all 1 had advanced him to muke the journey. 
Seeing him do tg well, J commenced prospecting to see if 1 
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could not find the vein out of which this gold foum in the 
surface garth lad come. 

i finaliy suvceeded in getting control of a vein that 
luuked promising, 1 could get a fair pan prespect fru. the 
decomposed rock, am much of the solid vein showed gels when 
puiverized. I boxed up forty er fifty pounds of the rock ,and 
started for San Francisco. bout my only acquaintance being 
in the Custom House, | vent there at once. Ail the officers, 
from Mr. ing down to the inspectors, were anxious to subscribe 
for stock. A gompany was formed and the stock issued, one 
fourth of wich as to be unassessable, am retained by me for 
tie location. The three-quarters were awarded to the sub- 
scribers, subiect to assessment, as funds were reguirea for 
development. By this time, Albert had nearly workea out his 
Claim at Rough and Ready, am was offered the super intendency 
of the mine, at ten dollars a day salary. He sold his slwui- 
das and tools and went to work Por the cumpany, and comuenced 
sinking a shaft upon the vein. About this tine, thinking 1 
had mede arrangements that would insure ine all the rey 4 
shovla ever want, 1 was ready to sail for howe. In my hune- 
Ward trip 1 met with no exciting, eplsore. Twenty-six days 
brought me to Vetroit, in the morning, just after the cars had 
started for Pontiac; but my friend, Julm Strone, knovint my 
anxiety to see my wife ana ehiduren, voluntarily offered me 
the use of his trotting ponies, am with them 1 made anovt as 
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good time as the old Flat Bar Rail would allow. 1 was absent 


this time out little more than six months, but 1 was amon the 
first of the Argonauts to return, and was for a time qvate a 
lion. People who had friends in that far-off land cane lorg 
distances to see and talk with one who had lived to go nere 
and return. 1 lau been cack but about three months when let- 
ters from Albert informed me the mines were likely to be » 
failvre. He lud sunk sixty feet on the vein, found gold all 
the way, but a littie small engine and a chill mill could 
not work enough to pay expenses. At the end of three nonths, 
they found themseives three thousand dollars behind, stock - 
holders discouraged, and unwilling to pay more ass@ssmenis, and 
were finally sold cut. Wheat rock they worked averaged fifty 
dollars a ton, and in after years was worked with great suc- 
dess, and produced some millians of dollars. vere properly 
ends my reminiscences of my first trip to Califurnia. 

Since then 1 have made fifteen more trips over this same 
isthmus route, making thirty-two tines 1 have croesea the Isth- 
mus of Panama in going and returning, and in all of these trips 
1 lave never been sick for an hour, nor has there bean any sr. 
Ness dy n Nunber of young men who have, at aifferent times ,made 
the voyage with me in tie vapacity of empluyees and acqgvain- 
tance. 

About a year after 1 re turned from ay first trip, 1 o- 
changeu my homestead and a ial property at Pontiac fur a vrop- 
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@rty at Roslyn, Long Is land, and moved my family to that place. 
Some of my nephews, who were living in New York at that time, 
will remember how lovely the view from our front door, looking 
out into the harbor, as, what bauutiful, shady urives there 
were all over the North Shore, and the nice driving horses 
that Unele Sher." broucht from the West;—bout if they lave for- 
gotten these fects, | am inclined to believe they stiil remen- 
ber the hospitable bee tines they received from their Aunt 
Mareia, and from their cousins, Mareia and Sallie. 

Althoveh I had as good farm as there was on Tong Island, 
1 fuuna it to 1011 ari quiet a life among an orderly quaker 
community, and haa not excitement enough to keep ma from rust- 
ing. 1 had a uesire to see California again, and mode up my 
mind to ge out onde more. Mr. Rice, the same person who went 
with me on my first trip and whom 1 bed left in the Custom 
House in San Francisco, had also come back, ani had been home 
long enovgeh to be ready to repeat the trip. he fore he left 
the Pacific, a discovery had been rege of phenomenal rich dig- 
gings in tne beach sani of the Ovean at a place called Port 
Oxford, about four hundred miles north of San Franeisco. The 
fold in this lueality was said to be 8% fino that it was dif- 
fievlt to save it by any washings process in use, but a *Smart 
Alleck® had invented a machine that was supposea te be the 
thing to overcome all this trouble and, in the language of 
Colonel Sellers, there would be "millions in 1. 
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The machine was maée something like a threshing machine 
on a small scale;—a cylinder, revolved in a box. In this 
Cylinder were numerous spikes, and as it revolved, the spikes 
would Wadearuvund in the sam in the bottam of the box, and 
these spikes, being magnets, would pick up the iron sand, put 
when it revolved to a certain point, the spikes, by some pro- 
cess, cease) to have magnetic power, and would drop of? tle 
sani on to a belt running in another airection. We tried one 
of the machines with sand that banker s, who had purchased gold 
dust but partly cleaned, had taken out with horse shoe magne ts, 
end of course the machine worked beautifully, so we coneluded 
to buy one and go tw the beach diggings. 

¥e sailed from New York this time about the first of June, 
19 53 ow 
1855 ,-went through much the same scenes ami incidents as upon 
our first trip, until we reached Panama. There we foum that 
the ship for which we had tickets had been wrecked on her down- 
ward trip. The agent, however, made arrangements with the 
Competing line to sem us forward on the Golden Gate. 

The consequence of this change was 2 crowd of a thousand 
passengers when there should have been but half the number, but 
earefui use of quinine kept Mr.Kace and two young men from uf 
falo and myself, who were ocevpants of the ore state ron, in 
perfect health auring the fifteen days, duo we nd on board 
the ship both cholera and yellow fever, ami quite a number 
were buried at sea. 
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The only episode that occurred out of the ordinary was 
the aGisclplining of one of the waiters, which rad a remarkable 
anfluence er the fortune of one of our roommates fran Buffa- 
lo. This waiter was guilty of some offense for which the cap- 
tain ordereu him put into the stocks. The stocks were no 
nore nr less than a ask or barrel minus tie heads, with holes 
near the centre large enough tw admit his arms, (one on each 
side,) amd when put on him, lus ead was gust avove the top, 
m his arms hanging down on each side. Hie could neitrer sit 
nor lay down. In this dress he was marchea on to. the prome- 
Made deck, anu for an hour was the observed of all observers. 
Presently «a Polish Jew thovugl.t proper to interfere, lla went 
tu the captain anu told him it was an outrage, and if he did 
Not release the waiter at once, he himself woulda do so. The 
Captain told him very mildly tiat he had better leave the dis- 
Spline of the slip tw nim. Tie Jew continued to threaten 
lutiny unless the waiter were released, am tie captain final- 
ly. told him that 4 woulda call the mite, ma hava him taken 
wut. When the mate appeared, tie captain, without ama 
countenance or leaving his seat, directed him to take tie wai- 
ter aot of the barrel and put the Jew in. He. was kept there 
for an hour or more and not releasea until he promiseu mt to 
interfere again with the ship's management. This episode was 
a relief to the monotony of the voyage, and gave us a theme 
fur conversation. Nine of every ten of the passencers were 
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heartily with the captain, out the Jew had his partisans alw, 
and they could see no necessity for autocratic power in a 
ship's captain. One of ovr rvom mates was on las way to Vai- 
ifernmia to copmenece his career as a lawyer, ami douodting tie 
rigitt (in a legal sense) for the captain to prescri be the pun- 
ishment Por threatenea mutiny, econceivea the idea of gettin 
de fore the courts in San Franciseo,-armd, perhaps, & contingent 
fee. The Jew, before leaving the ship, had authorizes him to 
arrest the captain for imprisonment in tie@ marrei, eto. 

The thara day after the landing the captain was brovgeht 
befure the court, and our room mate made a sensational speech. 
He painted in vivid gvlors the tyrannical cruelties of these 
autvcratic sea captains, ana a jury (probably the friends of 
the Jew) awarded ten thousand dollars uamages, anu the Stean- 
ship Canpany had it to pay. This little unforeseen ciareum- 
stance, which probably originated oy a dishwasher having care- 
lessly broken a platter, or spilled a pw of pravy, nut only 
@ave an asviring young lawyer a stake, but the fact wat he 
haa mutilated a powerful steguship company for ten thousand 
dollars, gave hun a start as a lawyer, and in less tian two 
years he was hade alturney-general of We state. 

Mr. Rice and myself remained in San Francisco but a few 
days, when we tovk passage on the Oregon steaner for Crescent 
City, that being the nearest landing tw the coast digeing,s. 

We found, after the see left Crescent City, that it would 
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be unsafe to attempt to reach the Beach uiggings by lena, as 
the Indians alongs the coast were thuupiit to be on the war path. 
As we could tot fet away until the steaner returned Prom Ore- 
gon, we concluded to hire riding mules and make a trip into 
the anterior, to a place that, the winter pefure, had been 
found to produce à Sood deal of gold. In two days travel 
over 2 Mountain trail, we foum ourselves at a place known 8 
"“Sailors' Diservrins.” A party of sallors were the discover - 
ers, ana workea there with auou results untii the water gave 
out, on the approach of the ary season. We foum there a 
dozen or more cabins, but one of which had an oceupant. We 
for u him hospitable amd connunicative, ana learned from him 
that, he considered the mines valuable, if water could re 
bruught to them, and that parties fad located a stream, with 
2 vier of building a ditch. We borrowed a pick, shovel, ana 
pan, and on the fourth day of July, 1553, dia some prospecting 
until we were satisfied that’ the grovna would pay, afta a ditch 
to brit the water would be a fe investment. e learnec, 
also, that the man we found on the grounds was one of the five 
parties who hod claimed the water. Me als« frankly told us 
he had no faith that a ditch would’ be nade dy the claimants; 
as they all, but himself, were professional gamplers. We made 
up our minus to return to Crascent City, where these parties 
lived, a: see wat @rranpement we could pakke. We found their 
price for a quit ela, tee exorbitant, am then proposed to 


365. 


eo „ feof vo emtinnt@ een off Ninel OF Fy mdssa UW Widary av 
fia tee eft no of oF Pi powdts grew Senos aie Wels Shela «of 
-670 mr berufen teewgere oi Ciinh vewe fen cart alive ww @a 
Oindg QI 6 aka Gets Gelus wtibin eit oO; Pelion ew dog 
need bart ,Grcteo Hie es ae est 8 Or Yrulternm aly 
hevatt “evab ows ni “Stow Yo lsel sven A OOM oF KNOT 

a2 tfeur e6riq-n fe wevibetoo oul ew [iat tie tmnt & fee 
—ievenel» ais Nov Biolras to yiwsed A © be ‘eof 282 
ove5 wesyew ate f990u elbusey Lowe A%i» Selly setrow We Oe 
2 @ red? Inet oW Meents vib aie To Avsogqe et? ro , 200 

. ernte Ne bet nue to ane sd nta sium Ye angeb 
GIF mot? bone pis , eviradinvwnos bre eln Risa ole ‘Brg? 
Moes tet m TM  eldioley aemtin eft bewebiteroo af rel 

i ,cweita wn Sotsool bat eoisiwg Feit ew . melt oO sive 
ath , Tevola „ et 8 bevottrod 3 Hori 2 gr iil hud Worle 
Bnlgseqe org ‘ame pik , Shel det Yo ve % ee eo ow en 
e h „ clip „ vy ie e ‘eds Cede belt ere Stew ow Ti ote 
Serinal eF een Brod @ Od Aliow ADrew ott yin oF 
evil wit Yo aro wey abtvor df 10 inuoT ew mmm iy 9 nit), out 
eBoy N cele of ener ALY te Bal aly parang 
„nelle off cd abac oo el οο Mott) «2 sate eta or baton 
Obs oF eee Lind cu ow’ 61, eee a (ifs eons un 
wets dees ove „ rid Mete ur ANI e US eA ane qe 
Aer Lovet oF odie Sloow ew creme ts ene ere bee, Levit 
e eee (ig rele bp frmlid ed e eee ee as Wed oor 


make it a company of seven shares,—Nr.Rice and myself to su- 
perintend its construct ion. To this, they were delighted to 
acquiesce. Il drew up articles of assvuciation, umer the Law 
of California; made myself President and Superintendent, Mr. 
Rice, Secretary and Treasurer; mae the by-Jaws so stringent 
that any holder not paying assessment after ten days' not ce, 
coulda be solu out. We galled for Twanty-one hundred dollars, 
tivee hundred per share, whieh money 1 toak, and returned to 
San Franciseo, dy the steamer, when she ea back from Oregon. 
1 purchased an outfit of tools, irons for a che ap saw 

mil, ara provisions for the work. 1 also purgnased a pair 
of draft nules anu a lumber wagon, and had all on board for 
the next weekly trip of the Oregon steamer. When we sot into 
the harbor at Crescent City, the lsehter came alongside and 
took off all my freight but the mules. To lana them, they 
Wanted to charge me thirty aollars eaen, af they insured 
against injuring them in lowering them to the lighter. I told 
them 1 pro psd to land them by another process. tie stea@ner 
Was Out about forty rods from the shore. 1 had a couple of 
men with the ship's boat lay alongsiue the sten ar, tien took 


Fifty feet of rope, put one end of it around the mule's neck, 


> 


then around hie nose, threw the other end to the men in the 
buat, took out the wang-way, turned the mule's lead to opening, 
am two men rushed him overboard. The man in the boat then 
pulled on his oars, and the mule, after snorting cut the water 
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he lad taken in by his header, padalen himself ashore. The 
lighter men were not pleased with this performance. The land- 
ine of horses and miles had heretofore deen a bonanza tw them. 
As som as 1 covla make arrancements for a pack train to 
trans port our freight, Ur. Rice and myself sadilea the mles 
we had brought Fr un the eity, and we were back in Sailor Dig- 
Sings in ten days from the time we left. Ve gommenced the sur 
vey for the dr teh at onde, and as son as our tools arrived, 
we put a force of men at work at tne diteh aii on a saw mill. 
The saw mill was necessary to make flumes across ua ravines 
firet, and for sluices after we were reaay fer mining. ve 
got the miil in operation and diten completed down * the first 
mining ground before the weather became cold. We had expemd- 
ed a little over fifteen thevsana dollars up to this time, and 
all of the Cresvent JUity Ganblers had been caunpelled to sell 
out, but they found no trouble in doing so at a profit. As 
so % nas we got the water runnire through the diteh we set a 
Sluice, and conmences to mine. Wa continued extending the 
diteh until we reached all the known mining round, and took 
vut all the gold te pay for the work. We finally arived at 
a point wiere 1 desired to tunnel tough a hill that was 
about forty rods through and about eighty feet high at its 
apex, 1 wantea to do it as quickly as possible, as we were 
Jos ing the sale of water that would bring us about sixty dol - 
lars per day, until we could deliver it over this hiil. 1 
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finally put four sets of men at work on it, a day and might 
shift, at each end of the tunnel. 1 haa no engineering tools 
except what 1 could make with hand saw and jack plare, and the 
fear was of not getting the right place to start in on the far 
„ mes, to give the ditch the proper grade through the tunnel, 
and tu meet in the centre, but 1 accomplished it, ana we met 
in the centre with a variation of less than three inches - and 
IL have claimed it as good engineering, under the circumstances. 
Ye now were able to supply water for a hundred men, and 
for some time there was that number using it, and our receipts 
frum “ining ana the sale of water some times reached as high 
as two hunared ana fifty dollars in a day. The old gentleman 
that Mr.Rice am 1 fourd at the diggings when we first arrived 
retained bis seventh interest, and when we fot the water on to 
his claim that he was wasing when we first fourd him, he 
bunch? of the Caapany & head of water , and went to mining. He 
worked dt his ¢laam, clearing seme eight thousand dollars af- 
ter poying for water, and concluded he had money enough, after 
selling his intevest in the datech He left for his home in 
Camda, with avout sixteen thousand dollars. It was a much 
larger sm than he lau ever ownea before, but it did not spoil 
him, or alter us habits of sonny ana thrift. As eviderce 
of the fact, u few days ce fore me left, in returning from the 
Nearest traaing pest „leres he hau purchaseu a pair of doo ts, he 
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had the misfortune to lose along the way one of the pair. He 
went back the est merning and found it, but acoyote had found 
it first am oreakfasted off it, leavine only a part of the 
sole, ton full of nails to be guod. He denk the saved boot 
in his lan end carried it to his homm near Ottawa, in Canada, 
haa 2 we te bene to match. and ome of his sons wore the pair 
mck to the mines and wore them out there. 

After getting the works into full operation, making a 
Ponthhy divicend of about three thousand dollars, I hired a 
superintendent, started home, and intended to remain there, but 
in a few months the Giviaends vegan to fall off, and want of 
exviterent and exercise was togi mine to make my liver torpid, 
ev I made arrangements to sail for California again, on the 
first favorite out-going steaner. On this trip 1 met with no 
exeitins episode, out haa a pleasant and speedy passage, and 
was back again at the mine in three days less than a month 
from the time of leaving home. 1 found some of the parties 
had worked out the rishest portions of their claims and quit, 
not being able to pay our price for water and make fair wages. 
After findirm out that fact, I immediately reauced tie water 
rent toa rate that would still give the industriots miner 
fe ir wages, ard all resumed work again. 1 soon haa the divi- 
dends up again, by the introduction of improved modes of work- 
ing, au was able to keep them there for some years. buring 
these years. I nace the trip to and from New York once every 
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year, and during those voyages met vith but one incident worth 
relating. During, the War, I sailed frum New Vork on a steane 
er conmanded by Captain Tinclepauvgh, om boeru of whieh were a 
lumdred and fifty men who had seen revruited as sailors, am 
were bei taken to Panama to be pvt on board of a man of war 
then in that port. Before we rechen the Fest India Islands, 
those reervits had formed a conspiracy to take the steer, and 
set the time to make the attempt. By some means the captsin 
hed been informed , am he told about a dozen of us (enen he 
thoveht he co li trust not to noise it about and create a 
panic) and wave us from the ship's gun roan each a revolver, 
with directions that, on hearing a fiven signal, we were all 
to hasten to 4 point on the promenade deck where we could lok 
down on a passeme way leading from the steerame to the after- 
deck and gun and wire rooms, which the captain had learned was 
to ve their objective point. As the appointed hour approach- 
ea, we were all om tie watch for the signal. Presently we 
heard it, and rvehed to the place where the captain haa teld 
us if we su one of the malcontents raise a firearm, to shwt 
him throveh the brain before he could fire. We looked doen 
upon twenty or thirty of the most villa inous looking scoun- 
drels imaginable, all armed with sheath knives, but we could 
see no pistols. They were making their way, two abreast, 
along the passage, until they arriveu amid-ship. Here, the 
Captain and mate, each with a cocked revolver in his hand, and 
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in @ voice they covld 211 hear, commanded them to stop. Three 
or fehr ef tha feremost ones showed their hnives above their 
he aus and meade out part of a step forward, when the te re- 
most omnes fell to thea deck. Tre third, showinz an inclins- 
tion te go forward instead of back, was also shot down by the 
captain; tro or three others were wounded by the same balls 
that killed the leaders, bet all msde their way to their quar- 
ters probably concluaine they would not tale the steamer just 
then. 

The captain and mate went into their quarters, and vith 
the mval officer who iud then in charge, put fifteen of those 
who were supposed to be the ring-leaders in irons, and kept 
them confined until we reachea tie ISsIands, where we met a con- 
vey, sent ovt to protect our ship from eapture by the Alabama, 
then suppos@i to be eruising in the Caribbean Sea. These re- 
eruits were here transferred te the convey, except the three 
who paid the penalty for their attempted piracy, who were sew- 
ed up in canvas ,-prepared to make food Por fishes. ge fore 
Casting them overboard, the captain made inquiries among the 
passengers for a clergyman, but could find rene. A frien 
of mine from Buffalo, cornizant of the fact, infurmed the cap- 
tain that 1 was a commissioned chaplain. He at one applied 
to me to read the service over them. 1 officiated, and saw 
them slide off the plank without o regret, as I dovbteu not 
they would feave murdered the entire ship's load, had mt the 
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Captsin been pre red to weot them. 
Many Gf my relatives will be surprisei to isar chat 1 

m ve aver been a commiseioned chaplain, out nevertheless , such 
is the facet. While I was Living in Buffalo in 1884, cities 
were just besinning to get up independent military organiza- 
tions called City Guards. Such A one vas formed in Buffalo, 
of which Il wes invited to pe an officer. 1 haa nat he least 
military ambition, and told the boys 1] would take wo position 
in the repinent unless it were thst of chaplain, where I could 
keep alw®ys in the rear. 1 supposed ‘thet would te the last 
of it, bot a fortnizht after, on receiving my mail at the mst 
office, I found a package tearing the broad seal of the State 
of Nev York, au upon opening, found a chaplain's commission, 
bearing the simmature of William M. Marcy, Governor. Knowing 
it woule relieve me from military duty, for which 1 ma no 
taste, I preserved it as valuable, besides being a curiosity. 
Years after, while my Panily were iiving in New York, and 1 
most of the time in California, on one of my visits home, my 
wife informed me that an officer had called soveral tines, de- 
manding a fine for non-attendance at military drill. She 
sugges tel that 1 look to it, lest they shovld levy upon furni- 
ture. I teok my conmission, es lle at the Marshall's office, 
showed him the paper, when he berged my perdon, and saia they 
Were wirt aware 1 was a eler gen. They would cancel the fine 
am erase my name from these subject to duty. This may not 
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de a very brilliant military vareer, but it is all 1 nave one 
in that lime. 

Like all Placer mines, Sailor Digzings bega wo fail,and 
1 coneluded to sell my interest, and find a new Placer, In 
the mantime, what was known as the Rogue Rivor War was giving 
us some trouble, and we had been vompellea to keep a company 
of scouts in the field, and points where fewer persons were 
inining had been forced to abandon their claims, and "fort up," 
As the miners expressed it. That is, they put posts ten feet 
high around a Space of ground large enough to hola cavins for 
the whole rmighvorhood, and remain thera, until assureu by the 
scouts that tie Indians were far away. This war hung along 
for over two years, from 1855 to 1357. At tines the Indlans 
came off conquerors, when pitted against an equai numter of 
regulars. The Indians had the auvantuge of a perfect knowl - 
edge of the mountains, and by keeping look ons on the top of 
peaks, and with a system of si male, were at ail times advised 
of the whereabouts of the army in pursuit of them, and its mm- 
bers. fhe Goverment, after puttin the entire force on the 
coast in the fieid, anu finding the war still Ae to iast 
imefiniteiy, len for volunteers. hese volunteers were 
as well acquaanted with the passes, ravines, and canons as the 
Irdians, and some of them coulu reau the Inn signais. 
Within a few montis after tie volunteers were pur ante the 
field the war was orvught to an end, and tie Wines enn re- 


v4. 


One Over. 1 ils ef 72 tuo eee ymtilio Inegibaae gaev e:e8 
‘wor tav ai 

boa, lie ? of tan nl wiisk , eerie eee n etis 
11 „ 4 % 1 ne n eee teu en es ee bab tet ee I 
Suivin „ d Tv ewok „ern eaw Sate ee een et? 
Nu & good of elde need Lari ow bow dnn es et 
view It i tern 610 .w etnliag bus ,bLett wilt al etuooe te 
„a er Due ,eudaio 140.5 neltece oF ene mood bet ann 
feel ser sian et , ot sal? $i Deen eneni~m os ef 
103 aftic ay bio o * reren 
ide enen, eee eee enen be eee elotw aiff 
ele jouw. sa eciT -gows 7a? enten anatin tl aw e aPyous 
UU e ss andi 2A NOEL of COAL movt een os ene tot 
Yo ‘tue Lavpe mm saniaua bets iq’ enw. pero1wspnee Tio emg 
-d¥ond Jo0lisg 2 to eQnimevie orig bari exacini eff evalivae: 
fo ge) OF mo elde yd oe mt n en eff To epbe 
e @0nis iia 7h O10w eee Yo metuye @ itih de , edaeg 
wnat: bw jew te fiuayug af yore ols to e8uedaexeiy «tl: to 
SU mw wero) oti e oh yisisug soste , thenenevod ait 99 
feni @ e alice tm er een ene ret aig n 28a 
neee ene 0 rr 
OW er eee Die eee en eee ee eee eee eee 
„ ee (easel ee hawt Lives ene Ww. eres bam . ensiant 
ls wid (ig Ole eee en ede needs adenet wed & midi? 
“TF Micge effin On2 Lue lw 1h of JARO Bee 2a~, er e 


«oe i 


et - 

sumed their work. During the progress of this war, nearly 
every man in ore gon and Fashineton Territory lad Purnisheu 
Somethire towards carrying it on. The ranches had furnished 
beef, tacon, flour, am horses. “jners enlisted Por tie war, 
some furnishing ti eir own erms anid horses. This property and 
these services were receipted for by a Government Officer, ad 
aueregated nearly five Million dollars. “anv merchants and 
ranchers hea put all they were worth into this indebtedness of 
the Government, and when Senator Joseph lane and Governor Ste- 
vens asked for an apprupriation to pay them, they were told it 
was @ swindle, and it received m attention during the session. 

The next session, Governor Stevens succeeded in rettint 
throvgh a resolution fp pointing three army officers % go into 
each county end examirme the war claims, end report the anount 
eyuitably de to each claimant. These officers, after giving 
dpe mo ri %, went into the counties, met the elaim-holders, and 
after vecoming satisfied of the anbunt justiy due them, fave 
each a paper known as Oregon far Scrip. We supposed we would 
be paid as soon as Congress ret, but for two or three sessions 
an appropriation for the pyrpose was voted down, eastern men- 
ters still claiming it was a swindle. 1 mace up my mim that 
the fault s with our manbers in not giving it ali toe atten- 
tim it requirea, to set fairly wrerstuud. 

Holding a few thousand aollars of the scrip 1 bea re- 
de iy en for sdvances 1 had made * wth volunteers and regulary 
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ating as large an mount as 1 
Could gather, with a richt to use ten per cent of it, to being 
infursa tion before ithe committee, and to induce members t% a@ 
us tardy Justice. 1 went on to Washington and mide arraige- 
ments with Ries 4 Canpany (who were at that time re cogmi zeu 
4s the Goverment Bankers) to appoint me their attorney to ro- 2 
ceipt for war scrip, they agree i to try and collect it, and 

te, account te owners for all ut ten per cant. ade a Si- 


Jar arrancenent with Dunean Sherman & Company of New Vork, in. 


order tc give Owners 4 choice of bankers, and then started pack 
to Oregon. 1 Found, when i arrived in San Francisco, that 
gur te a large amount Gf it head got into the hands of wholesale 
dealers there, all of «hich was handed over to me, torether 
with letters to their correspondents advising them to do s, 
and to aid me in getting control of as much as possible. 1 
men took the steamer to Crescent City, where 1 ga meren a 
large @uount. Fram there, to Sailer Diggings, Jacksonville, 
Yreka, anc Happy Camp. Trom there, 1 passed through all the 
towns in Umpqua Valley, until 1 reached Salam, the seat of the 
Gwernnment of Oregon. Vere 1 fount the legislatwre in soe- 
sion and in a state of excitement, enueavoring, in Joint 306 
‘sim, to elect a United States Senator. Colonel K. D. Baker 
was the Republican candidate, and after numerous ballots, laak- 


on but a singie vote of an electiun. After attending the ses 


‘gion once br twice, I tiuught 1 fad discovered where 1 could 
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* found A senator from one of the counties 1 had just passed 
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Lge acne, of e ton per cont endes len advantagecusdy, 1 
through, ana where 1 had found considerable var scrip, lle 
vas voting stan in opposition, to Calone] Raker. 1 asked 
him if he aid not know that Golone]l Raker would help his con- 
stitnents? Ve said: “Yes, and 1 shovld like to ser him elec- 
tei, .ovt when on tie stump | pledstea myself not to vote for a 
black republican unless they instructed me to do 80. oon 
af ver uus, conversation 1 mounted my horse and rode hack to 
that eounty—abuyt fifty vu les —rusheu about org his consti- 
tuents, got then te, call a pubdlie meeting, which 1 was asked 
to address... 1 ela them the conversation 1 had had with their 
representative, und that if they wanted. pay for their war scrip, 
nos vas the time to act, 1 101d then fur ther, that State 
tei einen id induee hen to ald in the election of a senator. 
of companding talents; thet Colonel Haker was far superior to 
any one ever sent from the Pacifie Cuast, and few, if any, in 
the Vnites States wore his superiors. The result was, trat a 
set of resolutions vas introduced, requesting the mon ber to 
Vote for Colonel F. D. Zukar, and adupted almost unanimously. 
1 voturmed at once. to Salem, and at the next joint convention, 
Coivnel Saker wus elected. 

l.went on con tne valley to Oregon City, and other towns 
te Fort land-. on my arrival there, an incident occusred that 


1 am inclined w relate, as 1t wes a little dramatic. 1 op- 
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ped at the Pioneer Hotel, then the principal one of the city. 
It was my first visit; 1 knew not a sul, nor was 1 known. 

I was sitting on the piazza where two or tee other gent lenden 
were conversing, while one old gentleman wes reading a newspa- 
per. Presentiy the reader spoke, apparently to himself, say- 
ing: "Il ean talk mere Indian languages than any other man in 
Oregon.” Thought 1 to myself, I will five him a little Chip- 
pewe, 80 1 said to him:"*Appachee kee Nebwaka Fe nistoottum Ne 
Fskee too tig." ("You talk knowingly, but do you understam 
WIA t 1 an saying?*) His paper dropped from his hands, he 
arose fran his chair,- his eves dilating,- trembling in every 
limb. As he came towards me, he answered me in the sane lan- 
nage 1 had used: *Wasonnish Mabu Neen Ne wait," ("hat is 
that, that sounds so sweet?") "Neishtana beboon kee nonedon 
Ainewaih." ("lt 18 twenty vears since I have heard such 
sounds, and 1 thought at first they came from the sround.") 
He was so astonished and delighted, that he was disposed to em- 
brace we, amd was not content until each of us hed sung astave 
or two in Chippewa. By this time, we had an audience of at 
least fifty people, all wondering whet language Captain le- 
bonald and the stranger could be using. Some were there who 
declared they knew some words of the sixteen different dia- 
lects along the coast and on Puget Sound, but none tht sound 
eu like wiat we were using. He then told me that over thir- 
ty yeare ago he lad left Montreal, crossed the Continent on 
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the old Hudson say route once near the head waters of the Mis- 
SisSippi, had married a Chippewa wanan whe had then been dead 
twenty-five years, and mine were the first words of the lan- 
guage he hau heard since. The pecple told me he had been one 
of the Hudson Bay Governors up to the time the property of the 
Caiperny cane inte the hands of our Government . 

Pron Portland 1 went on to strie; fran there, across 
to Olympia, where 1 took the steamer for Vietoria, stopping at 
Sutter am other towns aloe the Sound ,—therce back to gan- 
Francisco, ere 1 remained until Colonel Reker succeeded in 
getting an appropriation for our elaims, just before the Gov- 
ernment was called upon for means to carry on the war, and 1 
an of the opinion that if we had been a few months later, it 
would be stiil unpaid. 

Vy next mining enterprise was the ouilding of a aitdh 
war Crescent City. 1 found there what 1 thought eould be 
Mode 2 profitable investment to bring water about séven niles 
un to the grounma that prospected fairly. Crescent City was a 
pleasant, tlhiriving village of e thousand people, and my pining 
was 80 near by, that I concluded this time that instead of go- 
ing to New Vork to visit my family, I would send for them to 
come to me, ami locate them in the City, where 1 could be with 
them as often at least as once » week. They game om, and liv- 
ei there about a year, mi le 1 finisied my ditch, and commen- 
Ced to mine. I had rerdly got fairly to work, when the Fra- 
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ser Kiver exci teme nt in regard te a vonder ful gold mine dis- 
covered there, took away the entire population of miners, am 
left me without men to work or to sell water to. 1 sent an 
advertisement t* San Francisco, saying: "Wanted. Fifty China- 
men, to whom food wages will be paid to work by the day, or to 
Mine on their own aceount and be furnished with water et 2 far 
rate. This advertisement was the means of bring ine me thir- 


ty Chinamen by the first steaner, The Chinemen, after pro- 


specting, concliied to buy water and mine on their own account, 


am for a few months 1 had a lively Chinese Camp, and soon got 
hack the money invested. 

This was in 1861, while the silver excitement was raging 
and prospectors were scouring the mountains in search of sil- 
ver mines. Some old prospectors, who had worked Por me at 
Sailor Digvings, hau wanderea off into what was mom as Owens 
River Valley, sbovt timee lu nur ed anu fifty nu les mrt. of Los 
Angeles ara east of tie Sierra Hevade. They hau found sear 
Owen Lake eight leads, out of which they had taken a small 
guentity of ore, which they had brought to Crescent City, am 
rad it tested by an assayer, end fount it showed the precious 
Me tals. Tie parties were entirely at a iss wiat tu do with 
their fimd, de it good, or bau. They applied to re to sell 
it for them, agreeing to give me one-half of wiet 1 rugit get 
for it. 1 concludea to gu on te New York, and try and find a 
market. 1 went down to San Francisco. There 1 bought apair 
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of miles and a sprim ag anu started fer Owen's River Valley, 
to examine the mine and take out, myself, frau each of them a 
g@uantity vf tle ore, that il might ce able to represent wint 1 
could vouch for. 1 took out fifty eunces Fram euch of the 
mines, brought it to San Frangiscy, haa it worked, and got a 
but¢on of silver ron each of them. I then went on t New 
York, am had 1 taken evidences of title and power of attorney 
to vonvey to a Sompany, and issued stock, I gould imve realized 
a half a million of dollars. The people were mining mad, and 
wiliing to invest in anything showing a trace of the precious 
met AIs. lL Was faG conservative, and only went prepare to 
5611 to would-be investors. IL saad, *1 have the refusai of 
mines situated in such a regicn and possessing such and such 
evidences of value (giving a full description, as 1 hau fond 
them % possess, by personal thorough sur face examination. ) 
1 will sell tnen fer two hunared thousand dollars. 1? yw 
desire to purchase, and „111 send out an expert to examine 
them, if he aves mt find them as 1 have stated, I will. pay 
all the expenses attending the exanination.*® 

On these terms, a Syndicate was formed, cunsisting of 
prominent capital ists, and an agent sent out, with whom 1 re- 
tu med to Owens River Vailey. He reportea my statement veri- 
fied in every particular, and in agcordance with the agreement 
paia over thirty thousamd dollars, and executed a rt gage for 
the balance, payable in two yoars. 
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While 1 was at the mines this time, 1 purchased a sincle 
prospect ,for which 1 paid the discoverer six thousand dollars, 
with a view of goine on to New Vork asain to organize a compa- 
ny to develop it. Before leaving for New York, 1 put a cou- 
ple of men at work, and opened the vein to the depth of six 
feet; and out of the ore from this excavation, I selected 
eleven hundred pounds, which i took with me to New York, and 
had it worked by aanelting furnsee in Newark, New Jersey, which 
returned me five hundred and twenty-five pounis of lead, ard 
twenty-three ounces of silver. On this showing, 1 was able 
to organize a canpany, and sell a controlling interest for 
fifty thousand dollars in cash, but, to make this sale, 1 had 
to agree to go back to the mine and act as its superintendent, 
until it was in successful operation. 

I returned by the way of Los Angeles,where 1 purchased a 
team of mules, and a supply of tools and provisions, a com- 
menced sinking a shaft upon the lode. By this time, the In- 
dians in the Valley had begun to be troublesome, and prospec- 
tors in the uppor part of the Valley had been killed by them; 
but my party was well provided with arms, and as the In- 
dians had only bows and arrows, we felt no alarm, although we 
could occasionally see a solitary Indian on sume of the rocky 
peaks in our neighborhood. Ne continued unmolested, sinking 
a Shaft, taking out ore every day, until attaining a depth 
of fifty feet. We then drifted on the course of the vein twen- 
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ty-five feet, for a chamber to commence stoping. Wo then con 


timed sinking the shaft another fifty feet, at the bottom of 
Which we drifted on the vein arain, for a chamber. l rive 
this description of our work for the reason that its features 
a short time after affordel a retreat to our force tliat saved 
their lives. The men were in the habit of wearing their pis- 
tols around their waists, when going to and from the mines to 
the bos m int house, and, when reaching the mine, takim them 
off, and placing them under the planks cf the platform onwhieh 
the windlass was worked. 

l have already said that the Indians were occasionally 
se n un the peaks not far from tie mine, ard it eppears they 
were learning the habits of the miners, and had discovered the 
facts: first, that they deposited tieir arms under the plat- 
foim, second, tiat all hands sche times went down inte the 
mine, for m1lf en hour or more. They had ande up their minds 
tat dur it one of the times when all hands were in the stet, 
(the depth of which they could see,) thet they could steal up, 
and cobble the pistols. In the meantime, the drinking rater 
for the force was kept in the arift in the fifty-fcoot level, 
and the surface men, instead of heaving gone dom to the hun- 
ren foot level two work fur any tine, as they sometimes did, 
had oniy gem. down for a drink, When tie First man on emer- 
Sing fram tne shaft discovered an Iman but a few rods away 
making off, he halloged to the men below: "Here are Indians: 
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Hereupon, the Indian turned back, with cocked revolver in his 
hand, which cf gouree induced the man to grab for his own, but 
when he discovered that it and all the rest were gone, he ske- 
deddled down the ladder as fast as he could go, and got into 
the fifty foot drift and out of sight of the Indian, who was 
eiue main fearful of showing himself, lest some of the men 
mitt yet have a pistol. The Indians,then thinking they had 
a chance to make a final disposition of five white men, comeén- 
ced to throw down rocks, wheel-barrows, crow-bars, blocks of 
ore, and every movable thing they could lay their hands upon, 
until they supposed the men were all wt only dead, but buried. 
They then stuck their heads through the opening, pe@ring down 
the shaft, and a 1100 ing "Wanzies!" (mite men.) 

The men, being in the drifts, were out of sight of the 
Indians, but they could see the Indians plainly,and could iiave 
made good Indians of them, if they had been in possession of 
their arms. In a short time the Indians left,and the men in 
the shaft remained perfectly quiet, fearing that if the In- 
dians foum they were uninjured, they would set fire to bun- 
dles of sage brush and throw them down,which would soon smother 
them. They were in trepidation,fearing the cook had heen at- 
tacked first, ard as the ladders had been broken into kiniling 
wood by the rocks that the Indians had thrown down the shaft, 
there was no possible way for tnem to get out,without help. It 
was ten miles away fran the nearest settlers, so 1 expect they 
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spent a couple of anxious hours. The cook, waiting two hours, 
and tne wen not goming to dinner, concludes sumething was wrmeg 
and started lor tie mine. As he approached, he could se that 
there sau o@en a ¢learcim up around the shaft—piles of ore and 
rogks were missing ,-nyt « wheel-barrow, crow-bar, or sledge in 
sight. He finully stepped on to the platform, looked aown the 
siait, ana halloced. At the sound of bis voice, there cameup 
from tie siaft the coun bined cheers of five as heppy boys as 
ever were :eleasea from prisen. Fortunately, the Indians had 
nut aisturbed the windlass, and the rope was sill upon the eyl- 
imer. As son as the cook cauld let down the rope,he hauled 
the men up, one At a time. 1 happened te te in fan rare seco 
at the tare, and all work was suspended until 1 returned. The 
hen were on the look-out for anether attack, all the time. As 
soon as i returned, 1 sent word to the Conmandant of the Port, 
at Lodependerme, sixteen miles away, that the Indians hed at- 
tacked us, ana he at once sent down a sergeant and ten men,and 
kept tien ond an peu there for two or three months. 

In this little speck of war, 1 learned how su many goud- 
hearted Men Nad ogen msde to believe that there are no goad 
Izulans Out au ones. fhe fave man who were imprisoned in 
the ud ne, after tas, wore willing to showt an Indian wherever 
bey coul sse one, and l have found that to ue the case with 
all the emisrants 1 ever knew, who were attacked by Imiane, 
when crossing tue plains on their way to California. 
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While the soldiers remained at the mine, they, with my 
men, made excursivuns into the mountains every Sunuay, to look 
for Indians, and they got oack all the pistols tiat the Inas 
had carried away. 

11 was but a little while after this, that quite a respec- 
table war was raging, and the reguiars were clad to accept the 
aia of the miners te quell it. A company of volunteers on- 
countered the Indians but a short distance from the mine, and 
ran a mier of them into Owens Lake, where they found twenty- 
three dead ones, This settled the Indian trevble in that val- 
ley, and from that day to this those Digger Indians have been 
not only peaceable, but many of them became iniustrievs farm 
laborers, and constitute one-half of «those who hire out for 
farm work. Some of them have preempted Government land, pay 
taxes, and send their children to school. Although these Im- 
dians la ve always been considered of a very low life, 1 tan 
they showei greater adaptability for ¢ivilization tian tne In- 
Giane of the Atlantic States. 

1 comtinvea to superiniend this mane for about turee years. 
l erected the first smelting furnace in the county, ana ship- 
ped the first bullion to Los Angeles by tea, and fun there, 
by steaner, to San Pranvisco. It was but a short ine after 1 
Summencea the shipment of bullion, vefore other mines were open- 
ed near me, am bullion was vein shipped aaily, at the rate 


of twenty tons per aay. us bullion consisted uf vars weigh- 
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ing about a hundred pounds each,—the lead ani the silver un- 
separated, as the separating could be done in San rave isco 
cheaper than at the mine, and no danger of road agents while 
in transit. By this time (about 1375) there were five sselt- 
ing furnaces in blast, within a few miles of Owens lake, and 
upwards of eight million dollars worth of silver and lead had 
been produced by them. In the neantine, wood for echarceal 
was peing exhausted, am tie only point at which an abunuarce 
soula oe found was on tie Sierra Novads mountains, on tle Wes- 
tern side of the Valley. This wood for charcoal wis twenty- 
five miles distant fron the mines, yet in plain sight. A lake, 
ten miles across, and nine miles uo a mountain side intervened, 
byt 1 determined to make it available. Having fulfiliei my 
agreement with the company to whom 1 had sold the mine, I re- 
simed my superinteandency, and preempted the water of Cotton 
Wood Creek that iad its rise on the summit of the mountain ama 
meanderéd through an immense body of excellent timber for lum- 
ber aM charcoal. 

1 get title to fif teen hundred acres of the land tiseough 
the California State University, who had awthority fram Con- 
Sress to locate unsurveyecd lands, by paying the expense of sur- 
vey ing. fhe Cotton Food Creek emptiedinto the Take, directly 
opposite the mines. Near the votton of the Creek, 1 built a 
hov se, moved my fa.ily into it, and conmenced to build a pack- 
trail up the movntain, te enable me to trensport machinery for 
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A saw mill. While at work at this, the great local earth - 
quake oceurrea tliat, Por a time, was known as tle Inyo earth- 
quake, It veins confinea to that county. On the twenty-third 
of March, at about three o'clock at night, (d) my entire fami- 
ly found themselves sprawling on tne floors of our bed rooms, 
the house swaying and rolling sv that it was impossible fur us 
to stam upon our feet, but by dint of creeping and rolling, 
the five of us finally succeedea in getting out of doa's,where 
we witnessed tile most awe-inspiring sights that imagination cm 
conesive. In front of us the Lake was com ing up towards us 
in waves apparently forty feet high, and roaring like the oem 
in à gale. The mountain near us was shakirg and trembliré to 
an extent tmt loosened immense rocks from the peaks near the 
summit, woicgh came boundim and jumping from eliff to ei if, 
increasing their velocity as they cane, and leavin a streak 
of fire behind them tat lookeld Like hundreds of strenks of 
ehain-lightning, and so lit up the mountain sides that we ewld 
see these inmense rucks on their transit to the plain. This 
turmedai, noise, ana shaking continved until daylight, bot grew 
Jess amd less, from tie first great jar that threw us wit of 
beau. The sensation that all of us felt was of Imvine: started 
in one direction with great velocity, anu being stopped so sud 
denly as to throw us at least ten feet, although we were ina 
recumbent position. At daylight, the earth had quietes down 


so that we could move about, ana see what mai ceen the results 
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in our immediate eee We were fourteen miles from 
any other people, and we feared we mizht pe the only survivors 
in the Valley. Nevertheless, in due season, we thong of 
breakfast. My sister Charlotte and my daughter Vareia were 
the females of tne family, ana Sherman, Augustus, anv myself, 
Sonstitutea the five. Charlotte and Marcia deglare. they 
would mot gv into tne house again to sleep or to eat, lest an- 
Gtier Jar would cause the chimneys, already badly ¢racked, to 
t und 40 in anu erusn then, l made a fire outside, anc went to 
100k for water for coffee. We haa a stream of water prought 
from the Creek Por culinary purposes and for irrigating a gar- 
den, dot when i lovked for it, it was gore, and 1 eoula see 
that the os¢,lletionm had becn sv great, that be fore it had 
Ceased to run, it hau been thrown out of the diteh on each 
side for a distance of three Peet or mre. i then wen to 
the Creek for if, ana found it aso ary. Here was a Aiscov- 
ery. l was pendant upon tie stream to transport my wood 
and ivmber from the mountain, and if the stream was gure, the 
enterprisé® was a failure. After Gagging a iole in tix ted of 
the creek am finding vater for breakfast, Augustus saud led a 
horse and ven up the creek towards te mountain: for about a 
mile, and found the water pouring into a ¢rack in the earth, 
about three feet wide, After runnang in to it three or four 
days the rack filled up, and tie water came asain in its chan- 
nel - 
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About ten o'clock, the stage from Los Ameles came up. 
The river was terribly demoralized; said the initial jar had 
thrown him off the coach, had thrown his horses flat te the 
ground, am had so frightened them that it was with the utmost 
diffievlty tims he could control them. As he cam up the Val- 
ley at the time the road ran near the foot of the movntain,and 
the immense great bowlders came rolling down su neer to him, 
that he expected every moment was his last. Cracks, fran 
time to time, crossed the round, where one side would be three 
or four feet higher then the cther, when he wovld have to use 
a shovel {which he carried! to let his waron up or down as the 
ease might be, 

As 1 have do fore stateu, we had no neishbors nearer than 
Lore Pine, fourteen mies to the North of us, aw it was mt 
probable that we should hear Prom there until the stage re - 
turned the next dav. Wo were anxious for news from tere, as 
we knew there were a Sood many Drick and aaope buildings ,which 
“ere consitierea much less safe than wooden ones. Our anxiety 
proved bot too well founded, for every brick, stone, and auobe 
building in the Valley was aenwlishea, and twenty-tluree per- 
sons killed outright, and a score or more injured—some of than 
fur life. 

We were expecting disastrous news from San Franeis eco and 
uther goast cities, but happily this was a local ear muse, 
amd only extemeid about fifty miles, am spent must of its 
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force from Lone Pine to the foot of the Lake. That we were 
terrioly seared at the time, there is w duubt, but we soun 
forgot it, am my chu lar en, now in California, when reading of 
the devas tation created by the turnadoes and eyclones that are 
ucurring ail over the Atlantic states, declare that they pre- 
fer an earthquake wuntry, if California is one, for the very 
20% reason that earthquakes are less frequent. 

We went on with the wall tiat i have said 1 had conpmen- 
ved to make up the canon, and oy the first of April, commenced 
to pack up tie material we required to put up a saw mili to be 
run by water. 

by the first of June we had compietéed a mill with whieh 
ve gould nake ten thousana feet of lumber in a day, and tie 
mill was making dimensions lumber for a V flume from tne 
mill to the Lake, in which to transport lumber and eora wood. 
I haa already had a survey of the route, ana men were at vork 
clearing the way, and plaeing the foundation on whieh to erect 
1 1 then made tne boxes of the mill and put them in place 
for eigiit ov ten rods, am wade gates to enable me to turn any 
part of the water tlot propelled ine saw directly inte tie 
lune. From tas on, the boxes, as fast as required, at the 
luwer end, were put into the flume at the mill, and just vater 
neut turmeu un to float them down to where’ they were to take 
tieir places in the line. By the first of November, we lad a 
?iume completed from the mill fairly out on to the plain, and 
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were able to sem down all tiie lumber we had made that aid not 
% into the eenstruetion of the Plume, sume fifty thousand 
feet, and all tiie slabs that came off of about four hundred 
thousand feet of logs. We fun that. we chulu sand down ten 
thousand feet of lumber in one hour, or twenty cords uo wow, 
anu that it took but thirty-one minutes to rum down an eight 
ineh sqvare limb, twenty-four feet long. 

The mill being eleven thousand feet above ticewater, we, 
of course, kad tu suspend operations during the winter, but 
early in the spring 1 extended the flume to a pint where 1 had 
erectcd kilns fur bur aing char coal, for which there was a de- 
mand Por not jess than eight thousand bushels per Cay, by the 
smelting furnaces then in operation, This. chareval i wuld, 
with ay facilities, manufacture and deliver cheaper than they 
could procore it elsewiere, ana make a profit of five cents on 
each bushel, 1 had not yet got all my, arrangements wn pleted. 
1 was builaing nen a steam tug, and docks upon eau. siae 
vf the Lake, but 1 finally got everything in working mar, and 
was delivering coal, lumoer, and wood, and felt that 1 was on 
the road to a fortune, anu should fave hesitated be fore accept- 
ing a quarter of a million dollars for ny proper ty, hau it been 
ufPfered re. 

In oe meantime, two of the largest mines who were my 
largest customers, were in litigation, um d Gecision ver se 
to teelr claims was rendered by the court, and they were shut 
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4 7 z 7 N 
11 in prise of le and silver had 41 201 
ared omer mines, and in ten days time, there was mot * mine 
in the di striet raisine ore, nor x furnace in blast. A panie 
and depression seized the ertire conmunity. very industryin 
the Valley was erippled. Ranches had no longer a market. The 
Werchants could sell no goods, nor collect e doller due sem, 
All confidence was com. 11 ho dem el aims ga ine t others, 
felt it incumbent upon themselves to press them, if there was 
a vemute chance to eollect. I, to finish my work 85 had cone 
a few shovsand dollars beyond my means, ant my proper te, into 
whivh I hed put nearly 2a hundred thous em dollars in money ,and 
nearly ten years of hard work, wes sold vier an attachment, 
and left me without a dollar, wt not in dept. All my labor- 
ers were paid, and 1 did not give up to mourning over my luss- 
es, wor sleep nor sat the less. We left our place at Cotton 
food when sold out, and hired a little ranch at Lone Pine. 
Shermen and Augustus vent to work for wages, while I, with a4 
hirel Chinemar, went to raising chili peppers and onions, aw 
made 1 pay. ‘Tis true, this was not an exciting life, but 1 
sperm, two vneventful years making an occasional trip for sport 
ani recreation to the nountains where I had built the saw mill 
I hai put fifteen little trout into the stream, that 1 haa pro- 
ehre in a stream that emptied on the West side of she moun- 
tain, um they grew aml multiplied so fast in their new hore, 
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that i gould, at the end of three years, with roa, line, and 

Fly, bug a hundined of them, weighing a quarter of a poum each 
in an afternovn; and in a strewn heading at the buse of count 
Whituey, just serous the divide, the gulden traut . sv bun- 
dant ana de wargan of the stream so clear of bush, that 1 

e riudien along its bam on horseback, Ma caught them by 

5e scure, a this, din an atmmephe: @ s cool, cigar, and An- 
vigeratang, tliat ea uay's sujourn segmei ta increase vitali- 
ty, am remey one's age, 

About two years singe 1 was in augen to leave this quiet, 
Sylvian iife,.to piimse again into the execit@nant.of mining 
for gold; not this time in the mountains of Califernia among 
Piute and Dieser Indians, out in the old State of Virginia, but 
four huurs distant Prom the eaty of Washing ton. Gentimen of 
my acquaintance had becume the owners of am. ostate of a thou 
sati teres on uch were numerous auriferous veins, sore uf 
whieh iad been profitably worked be fore the var. Trev vere 
in hopes the hydrawlic process could be used to work the sur- 
face, aum knowing my experience, they had sent for me to corp 
and Superintend their works. 1 came on, and was surprised to 
Pind almost within the sum of the bells of the city of Yash- 
ingtun eviuence vf the existence of gold, eite equal te any 1 
hau ever seen in the palmy days of California. 

L sdvased the Company to look Por gold by sinking shafts 
upm the veins, but they were anxious to work the su face, in 
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hopes that they might uncover a bonanza that wuld pay all ex- 
pens as of a plant fur umergroum work. Tre country was too 
flat, and water too searce for hydraulic work, but by ordimry 
Sluicing off the top down to ved rock, ve found gold in 11 of 
thom . On the last day's work done under my supervision, five 
Colores boys tuk up one hundred and twenty dollars. That 
Night the weather became cold, and we were canpolled to sus- 
pend mining until spring. 1 then went on to New York, where 
1 found employment,—not so exciting, but less laborious, 1 
réme ine d inthe vicinity ef New York until Pebruary of the pres- 
ent year, since when 1 have been traveling in Northern Michigan. | 


1 visited many of the places I was familiar with when a boy, 


saw &1l whom 1 could find of those 1 knew years ago, but thy 
were few and far between. 1 was in hopes to have found sane 
of my Indian friends, and was curious to see and learn the re- 
sults of sixty years’ intercourse with civilization. I in- 


amrei at Grand Blanc, Flint, Saginaw, Shiawassie,and t Gram ( 
Rapids, but no one could tell where they could be found, or 
even if any of them still lived. 

At a party at Grand Rapids, at which I was a guest, a littie 
@pisude occurred, that pleased me greatly. I informed 
tut there was a lady present who could talk with me in what . 
sane of them facetiously called my *mtive tongue. When iwas 
introduced to her, {by the by, she was the wife of the Mayor) 
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al} ueelared we must talk in Chippewa. 1 supposed that she, 
Ling most Cf the @eariy settlers, had learned a few words, sm 
Gouluw probably ask fur bread and say that she was hungry, etc. 
I thougit i u Open « conversation with her which she woula 
have to confess ns beyond ner comprehension. I eaid to. tar; 
*fayeval Waiske naerinm: Opuches ne minewandon acguaysane keke- 
tooimy.*  (¥hen 1 wes a youngoman, I wae very fond of talking 
with the girls. She. answered, without lepsitation: "I, tw, 
when yours, vas less to talk with the boys." Prom that 
time m, we found mich to talk about and laugh at thet 8 
Greok ty those about us. hen ssked to teil what we tere talk 
ing about, we told them that it was their request that we shoul 
talk in Chippewa, and they must fini their own interpreter. 
She was the daughter of a glergyman, whe nad for years been a 
missionery at the Sault de St. Marie, where she was barn, and 
fur some years, like myself, had only Indian children as play- 
na tes, She told me thet for years she had had no opportunity 
of using it, but that she did not forget, and it came quite as 
readily as when she was a ehild. 

1 shall now elose the attempt to marrate the incidents 
and experiences occurring to myself, fur which doubtless our 
descendants, if they wade through these pages, „111 be thonk- 
ful. I have yet to give an account of the two sisters young- 
er than myself—Rlizabeth and Emily. 
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After ail the children but tnese two hau left the nome at 
Gram Blane, the orothers pursvaded ovr father an mother to 
sell the ola farm at Grand Blanc, and accept a 1161 10 hans they 
would purchase for them at Avon Springs, New York. They I ved 
there very comfortably until these two married. The farsi to 
do SO was Plizabeth, who merried Grant Dicker, who settled in 
Flint, Miechiran. ard was a prominent business man there. In 
fact, he is still there, bot Fligaveth, his first wife, nas 
been dead score years. She had two di ld ren, — e boy, who went 
to the war and was literally s barven to death in the Libby 
Prison, and à daughter who is the wife of Albert Fady and lives 
at Flint, vear her father. Frily, the younges t, married 
Samuel L. Fuller, who i6 now living with a secomi wife at Grand 
Rapids, Michigan. Fmily had two daughters—lLily and Katy. 
Lily died young, but Katy is now a brs. Torry, and lives near 
her father. She is ay artist of some celeprity, having exe- 
evuted some pietures that have een umz in the art galler zes 
in New York, and sold there. 

I have now told all len rememoer of the family, except 
to relate the reer of Rrother Pufvus, whose life, although 
less eventftl than the rest of vs, was perheps more useful,and 
@ greater benefit to the early setilers of Genessee County tian 
any other man. As I fave slready stated, he came into Michi- 
gan in 1442, and located a piece of leni sdfuinine the lana of 
Oliver Williams, four miles north of Pontiac. we. Tilliams' 
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at tiat time, was the only white family between Pontiac and 
Saginaw. He had a family of eight ahi laren, 11 but one or 
two of than of an age when tiey ought to Imve been at school, 
Rufus, like all the older members of our family, had hau the 
advantages of a conmon schoo] education, and was cOmpetent to 
teach the others what he iad learned. 

Mr.Williams fitted up an outoviluing on his premises for 
a schoolroaum, and employed him to teach his children during 
the winter of 1342, and we were always of the opinion tust it 
was while re was teaching that he fell in love with one of his 
pupils, which induced him to seleet lend in the immediave vicin- 
ity of hor home. Althuuel tne land was poor, tiie pupil was 
desirable. The land he parted with, and soon after our fami- 
ly settled in Gram lane, he marriea Caroline, the eldest 
dau N of Oliver Villiams, am went to housekeeping near the 
homestead at that place. 

He cleared and cultivated a farm, and Kept 2 small store 
for trade with Indians. He learned enoveh of the languarze to 
enable him to understami end make himself vumerstood, out it 
was such broken Chippewa at to cause the Iniians great umuse- 
ment at times. 1 remember an ettempt he once made to vongrat- 
ulate a youn indian who had killed his first bear. The bear 
was large am fat. I harwtliy knoe what he intended to say, but 
what he ald say was: o weet to po cacheet kKinabco che musego 
to mul to ne bana pimeta poezahee t. Nohra poesctret deada 
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dans, that it became a by-werd avong them for vears. 


Grease pocaciieet.* This so amused the In- 


He Lived here for some yeare,—in fact, until more or less 
people began to settle about us. There was no post office 
nearer than Pontiac, so he made application fur one at Gram 
Blanc, amd tre vevartment gave him the office, but upon ond 
tion that ne would carry his own mail, and take the receipts 
of the office fer sompensacion. As there was mt an average 
of over half a dozen letters a week, it would have denn poor 
pay for the service, even if the postage ad been paid, bot the 
facts were that not cone in five of those early settlers had te 
money to pay postage for a year or two after settling. Then, 
each letter that came from east of Lake Frie cust twenty-five 
cents, and they were scarcely every prepaid, out 1 do not vo- 
diev® a man or a woman ever left the office without their let- 
tern. 

At m @arly day Rufus cuikt a saw mill at the crossing of 
the Thread River near the Tlint,—the first am only one m the 
“,n ty. The woods by this time in several turns had mere or 
ie ss houses without a board in +s ee sons truction, and not a 
settler but wanted from five hundred tc @ thousemd feet, out 
they had no money to vay wi 51 —not one in five ever, paid aim— 

he Guuld not say nO-knowing their wants. His Iman 
trade enabled him to live, und after a ine he also put up a 


Grist mill at the same place, am imi the saticfaction of fur- 
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nishing half the families in the counties with flour am meal 
fran his tool chest, upon the promise to pay for it 1 some 
future tite. When what is now the City of Flint tegan Ww grow, 
he built 2 house there, sold his place at Gram lane, am mov- 
ea his family to the sity. He had by this time six children. 
five’ sons and one daughter. Lee Anarew, the oldest son, as 
som as he was old enough, came to Pontiae u live with me, and 
was for a year or two in tie of five of the Railroai Company. 
He afterwards went tu Detroit, stili in the service of tie 
Railroad Gy, but was there stricken sith consumption, ad 
djed at the Halges Jouse in Pontiac. 

Albert, the next son, want with ne to California, am 1 
have already given som account of his successful minire there 
bu his health began to fail and and he visited the Sandwich 
Islands, where ® svent some time, but finding no relief, re- 
turned to California, ani died there. During his illness,his 
only sister went ovt to him, bet 1 am not sure whether he liv- 
al to see her. 

Zobedie, the sister, married in California, and is living 
in Oroville, Butte County. She married Judge Narren Sexton, who 
was for many years upon the bench and was considered a man of 
great ability, and died lamented and loved by all who knew him. 
Zobedie has a son and a daughter, both grown up, who possess 
more than ordinary talents. The son is a successful lawyer, 
in Butte Comty, and the daughter has for some time been a hauen 
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grade teacher in the public schools. 

Oscar A., the next gon, learned 1 de à printer, ana when 
quite young published, for a time, a Democratic paper in Oak- 
land County. He there married a daughter of H. L. Stevens, a 
cousin of his fa mer, went from Michigan to Fasha nm ton, ard 
there becane interested in and vas superintendent and manager 
of the "ashing ton and Alexaniria Rail Rua a. He atill lives 
in Washing ton, and has a grown up fw.ily of three daughters 
ami one son. The aldest daughter is married, and has one 
child. The son is in chargs of the car in mia the Govern- 
ment is distriovting foou fishes, under the direction of the 
United States Fish Commissioners. 

The next son of Rufus, Oliver, died of consumption, near 
Two Rivers, Sheboy an. Georre, the younrest, lives a nei ch- 
bor to his sister, in Oreville, Butte County, California. He 
is a successful business man, 1 . told. 

After buryire his wife, Rufus (his family all being seat- 
tered) cane to live with me, and died at my house, in 1450, 

This, 1 believe, closes all 1 ean say in reference to the 
lives and careers of the menvoers of the Stevens Panily. 1 
regret that so large a portion of the papers refers to my own 
career, but 1 eertainly ought to have a more vivid recollec- 


tion of that than of any other. 
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Jacob Stevens, 
born at Ward, Worcester Cuunty, Massachusetts, 
January seventeenth 1/73. 


Eunice Stevens , 
born at Westbuvrough, Worcester County, October 
first, 1774. 


Jewima Stevens , 
burn at New Fane, Windham Uounty, Verneont, 
September thirteenth, 1795. 


Rufus Stevens, 
born ay de Pane, May tenth 1797. 


horatio Stevens, 
born at New Fane, December twenty-ninth 1790. 


Augustus Stevens, 
bor at New Pane, Desde der fourth 1300, 


Aan 0. 9 Sto venus, 


born at Lima, „ July month, 13802. 


Eunice Stevens, 
burn at Lima, June sevanith 1394. 


Patty Stevens , 
born at lima, June twenty-seventh i806, 


Charlotte Stevens , 
dorn at Tima, March twenty-third 1403. 


Israel Sheman Stevens, 


— — ᷑ :: ee 


born at Lima, August twelfth 1310. 


Jasoo Stevens, 
bern at Lima, November twenty-fifth 1414 


Nangy Stevens , 
oorn at Lima, Octoner secom, 1314. 


—„—— — 


bern at pity May eighth 1520. 


Flizgabe tn Stevens, 
corn at Pittsford, Maren fifteentn 1617. 
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Jacob Stevens, Senior, 
died at Knoxville, Orieans County, New Vork, 
May fifth 1357. 


Enge Stevens , 
died at Barre, Orleans County, August fourth 1347. 


Jemima Perkins, 
ed at Barre, aged sixty years. 


— 


died at Pontiac, iiichigan. 


Horatio Stevens, 
Liel at Hroakiyn, “Novemper eirhteenth 1371. 


Antuetus Stevens , 
died at New Fane, Octuver sixteenth, aged ten months. 


Augustus C. Stevens, 
died at Seonondea, Oneida County, May eiehth 1845. 


Funice Stevens Rringmade , 
died at Knowlesville. 


Charlotte Hinsdale, 
died at Brooklyn, Ione Island, aged seventy-tiwee 
year's. 


israel Sierman Stevens, 
died at lone Pine, Inyo County, California, 
February sixteenth 1547, aged seventy-saven years. 


Jacoo Stevens, Junigr, 


died at Lima, April twelfth 14515. 


Nancy Stevens , 
ale d at Pittsford, June twelfth 1316. 


uA IX Puller, 
died at Conesus, Livingston County, New York, 
abel thirty-two years. 


Rlizaveth Decker , 
died at Flint, Michigan, aged twenty-seven years. 
{1 an imeclinei to think Mr. becker wes older at her death than 
stated. 27 was dukte young for a mother of their twa children 


She was born in 1817, and therefore would heve died in 1544?) 
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Watertown, July 8th, 13587. 


My dear Nephew: 

I have read with great interest my dear 
Brother's womerful memory of early life in our childhood 
home . I discover, however, sane mistakes in his notice of 
our ances tors. on my Father's side was a lineal descendant 


. 
; 


of koger Shermens. My Fatier's Mother's maiden nne was Patty 


Sherman, after whom 1 was named. lay Granafather's name was 
Israel Stevens. Bruther Sherman was named after him for ler@) 
and en his Grandmother's side, Sherman. 

My Granifather Stevens nad five sons instead of three, as 
my Brother has it, am one daughter. The oldest son's nue 


was Israel, after his Father, the other sons were named: 


Phineas, Sanuel, Francis, ana Jacob. fne daughter was naned 
after her Mother, Patty- She married aman by r s nar of 
Calnpoelii. l imve the impression that he was 4 man of some 


note in those days, a8 1 used to hear nin spoken of as Fsquire 
Campoeil. The oldest son, Israel, rena inen with us parents 
in Vermont, uu le they laved. 1 do mt think he had wife or 
laren. The four younger brothers came to Lina, New York, 
About the yeur cf Kienteen hunired, ard settled on farms ad- 
jvining each other. As the family recerd stows, Augustus 
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Stevens was burn at New Fame, Verment, in been bar 1300. 
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their vives vary well. They rad four sons: Tovas, 


ih, Suel, and Warren. I know but little about them. 
* 
F | rther, I ses no inaseuracy. It is quite surprising to * 


# san have been rocalled. 
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Yrs. Yarthe Nichols. 
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